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Collation; 20 prellmin;iry Iravcs, contaminir flit" tltlr ft' ilii; n-jri^ti'i, vrtso Mink,
nml tlie .ilpliabetical t.ible ot' tlic wmk, in iloiiliic ixluinii.; itxt nt llii; ilirnnKJc,

leaves I fci.xvi, verso blank; " l)e S.irm.uii Hj;iunt' liiir<ipf," ett,, 5 uiimiinbi'ieil

leaves, ami one blank Icaf'j rontinuation of llie t hion'u ir, leaves cci.xvii (txiix, with

a double-page map ot Central luiiope tilling: the vrrso ot this leaf' and the leiCo of' the

next (unnunibercil) leat, which has the luloplion um the \erso. No sigiiitiiie niaiks.

The Nuremberg Chmniile, as this work is grnerilly called, cont.iiiis upwaids of'

2000 woodcuts designed and engraved liy Mii ha.d Wol^i'nnitii and Wiliirliii I'leydcn-

WiirlV. Kidios cci vim, I'ci.x and cci.xi were purposely left blank on ImiIi sidrs, the

reason tor which is given in a pa.s»agc on tlie vcrdo ol tolio rci.viii : "Caita^ alii|u,is

sine scriptura pro sexta etacu deinccps rrliiii|ueie coiiueiiit. iudicio pi;steriol(. (] eniiilare

addere. atq^ gesta principum
•J

priu itoruni tuccedeiitiuin persciibere povsunt." A
double-page map ot the ancient world is on folios xii and xiii. On the veiso of' folio

fcxc is a brief' account of" the Foitugucse voyage of" discovery along the coast of' Africa

in 1483 [1484], under the direction of' Dieg.) Cam and IVIaitin Ueliaim ot' Nurem-
berg, which has been used as a basis for the unw.irratited theory that the expedition

readied America.

"In 14S4 King John sent an expi-ciition under Diego Cam, as Barros calls him,

Caao according to others, 10 protecule discoveries along the coast of Africa. In this

expedition Biihem sailed as cosmogr.ipher. They crossed the equinoctial line, discov-

ered the roast of Congo, advanced to twenty-two ilegrees fiirty-fire minutes of south

l.ititude, and erected two ccduniii?, on which were engraved the arms of Portugal, in

the mouth of the river Zigra, in Africa, wliich thence, for some time, took the name
of the River of Columns. ... The assertion that Ueliem had discovered the western

worl.l previous to Columbus, in the course of the voyage with Cam, was fnuiided on a

misinterpretation of a passage interpol.ited in the chronicle of Haitmann Schedel, a

contemporary writer. This passage mentions, that when the voy.igers were in the

Southern Ocean not far from the c(>:ist, and h.ul passed the line, they came into another

hemisphere, where, when they looked towards the east, their shadows t'ell towards the

souti), on their right hand; that here they discovered a new woild, unknown until

tiien, and which for many years had never been sought for except by the Genoese, and

by them unsuccessfully. ... These lines are part of a passage which it is said ia inter-

polated by a different hand, in the original manuscript of the chronicle of Schedel.

De Murr assures us that they are not to be found in the German trinslation of the

book by George Alt, which was finished the 5lh October, 1493. But even if they

were, they relate merely to the discovery which Diego Cam made of the southern

heiTiisphere, previously unknown, and of the coast of Africa beyond the equator, all

which appeared like a new world, and as such was talked of at the timi;. ... This
interpolated passage of Schedel was likewise inserted into the work De Europa sub

Frederico in., of /Eneas Silvius, afterwards Pope Pius n., who died in 1464, long

before the voyage in question. The misinterpretation of the passage first gave rise to

the incorrect assertion that Beliem had discovered the New World prior to Columbus;
as if it were possible such a circumstance could have happened without Behem's laying

claim to the glory of the discovery, and without the world immediately resounding with

so important an event. This eiror had been adopted by various authirs without due

examination; some of whom had lilrewise taken from Magellan the credit of having
discovered the strait which goes by his name, and had given it to Bchem."

—

Ikvino's

ColumhuSy Appendix xiii. See alio Major's "Lite of Prince Henry of Portugal," pp. 326,

327, and Winsor's "Narrative and Critical History of America," ii. 34, 35.
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