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CHAPTER XIV.

President Edwards' personal estimate of BrainerA

FROM A SERMON PREACHED AT HIS FUNERAL, OCT. 12, 1747.

" In him whose death we are now called to consider and

improve, we have not only an instance of mortality, but, as

we have all imaginable reason to conclude, an instance of

one, who, being absent from the body, is present with the

Lord. Of this we shall be convinced, whether we consider

the nature of his experience at the time whence he dates his

conversion, or the nature and course of his inward exercises

from that time forward ; or his outward conversation and

practice in life ; or his fran" and behavior during the whole

of that long space whereir 'ooked death in the face.

" His convictions of sin, preceding his first consolations

in Christ, as appears by a written account which he has left

of his inward exercises and experiences, were exceedingly

deep and thorough. His trouble and sorrow, arising from a

sense of guilt and misery, were very great and long continued,

but yet sound and rational ; consisting in no unsteady, violent,

and unaccountable frights and perturbations of mind, but

arising from the most serious consideration, and a clear il-

lumination of the conscience to discern and consider the true

state of things. The light let into his mind at conversion,

and the influences and exercises to which his mind was sub-

ject at that lime, appear very agreeable to reason and the

gospel of Jesus Christ. The change was very great and re-

markable
;
yet without any appearance of strong impressions

on the imagination, of sudden flights of the affections, or of

vehement emotions of the animal nature. It was attended

with just views of the supreme glory of the divine Being, con-


