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the cost of this operation, or X'JOO^OOO u year. The

Queen's name would have been stamped ui)on every

eng-ine running* throug'h 1500 miles of her domi-

nions. On the hearts of 2,500,000 ])eople would

have been stamped the grace of the act which while

it cost nothing', for our revenues were ample enoug'h

to pay principal and interest had the roads been un-

productive, would have awakened g'rateful recoUec-

tions, and a sense of substantial obhg'ation, for a

century to come. At last, by the true nobility of the

enterprise rather than by the skill of its advocate,

Her Majesty's Government corjsented to g-ive the

g'uarantee. The Provinces were proceeding* to ful-

fil the conditions, when, unfortunately, two or three

bers of the Imperial Parliament took a fancy to

add to the cost of the Koads as much more as the g-ua-

rantee would have saved. It was their interest that

the g'uarantee should not be g"iven. It was withdrawn.

The faith of England, till then reg'arded as some-

thing" sacred, was violated, and the answer was a

criticism on a phrase—a quibble upon the construc-

tion of a sentence, which all the world for six months

had read one way. The secret history of this

wretched transaction I do not seek to penetrate.

Enoug'h is written upon stock books and in the

llecords of Courts in Canada, to give us the propor-

tions of that scheme of jobbery and corruption, by

which the interests of British America were over-

thrown. But, Sir, who believes, that if these Pro-

vinces had ten members in the Imperial Parliament

— who believes, and I say it not boasting'ly, had
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