
as

l%e Ancient Right of the English Nation

was carried on at Newfoundland many years before any fettle-'

ment was made there— that by the law of humanity or natural-

juftice, ever chearfully obferved by the Britifh government,

the veftls belonging to the fubjedts of any prince in amity,..

when in diftrefs, have a right to come into the Britifh ports

for fafety and fuccour— that the fifhery on the north part of

Newfoundla?2d^ granted to France by the treaty of Utrecht, is

the fole firhery for which fhelter, by the French memorial of
the 15^^ of July i^jdi^ was required. By this fifhery France

has been chiefly enabled to fupply foreign markets ; and with

regard to the fhelter pretended to be neceflary to it, it may
be confidered, that all the fifh, whether caught by boats or

large veflels, is dried, cured and prepared to be fhiped in

harbours or bottoms of deep bays, which are in themfelves

places of flicker to the fifhing veflels— that by the treaty the

fubjeds of France were not to refort to the ifland of NeW'
foundland beyond the time neceffary for fifhing and drying

of fifh— that cape Bonavifla lies at the diftance of about 483
miles from the harbour of Louijbourg in Cape Breton^ the

ifland propofed by this memorial as a place of fhelter for this

iiihery, and point Riche lies at the diflance of about 342 miles

from the fame harbour— that the iflands of St» John and

Canfo lye at flill farther diftances. And with refped to the

fifhery in the gulf, which was to be allowed to France^ for

the fake whereof fhelter was alfo demanded, it may be ob-

ferved that as all the iflands and lands in and near the gulf

were to be retained by Great Britain^ the iifh caught there by

the Frefich fubjeds, in order to be dried and cured, of necefTity

was to be carried to fome of thofe harbours in Newfoundland,

to the ufe whereof they had good right by the Utrecht treaty- •-

that from the nature of this fifhery, and its connexion with

the other, their annual duration mufl be the fame— that the

mbft defirable place of fhelter for the French vefTels fifliing in

the gulf, if attainable, mufl be fuch harbour in Newfoundland

as they made ufe of lor curing their fifl., this being the feat

of


