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tftd fplrited measures would fail, and ruin hii popularity and
intefeft, in the long-run, both with prince and people. In
thefe infamous hopes they were defeated, and were diftrefled

with our fuccefle$ to a degree of madneft. They fickened

without conqueils, triumphs, and glories; 'becaufe acquired

under the aufpices of the man they hated ; for fupplanting them
in their power, and extinguifliing their reputation by the blaze

of his glory.

At lail, thtiy took hold of a fpinted propofal of his, to cla-

mour aeainft him, as a hot-headed minifter ; that would inake

the nation odious, ruin his country, and injure theSpanifii mer-
chants, by prompting the king, to fend an armed fleet to d6-

nand fatisfaAion of Spain for her depredations, which, ifre-

fufed, the admiral was immediately to make reprizals', and de-

clare war.

, ;^. This was the moft judicious meafure that could be purfued :

yet hence, by artifices, they found means, with a young king,

to rob him firfl of his influence, and by thaf to kick him out of

liiscounfelt and the adminiftration. This pretence ofthe impro-

priety of fending a fleet to Spain, to demand a categorical an-

fwer, was a pretence embraced only to render him odious, and
veil calculated to afFe£t a cowardly fet of JVaipoleanSf whofe
iyflem was, to take kicking rather than engage in fighting

:

however, the fame meafure was adopted in I718, and in 1726,
h'j fending out three fleets on the fame errand ; viz. one to

T< rto-bello, another to Spain, and a third to the Baltic. Thefe
fleets anfwered the defign in 1726, and proves thejudnefs of

the meafure advifed by Mr. P—tt ; which, in all probability,

would have fo difconcerted the houfe of Bourioti, by catching

Spain, before flie was prepared, and her treafures returned

liome, as to have prevented a Spanifli war, and to have oblig-

ed the French to have complied with the terms propofed in our

XBemprial of July i;, 1761. 2ut if it had not done this, it

snuft have thrown into our hands a mafs of treafure, that would
have fpirited us in carrying; on the war, and we might have

fordy diftrefled the Spaniard by bombarding her towns,

and plundering her coafts. It would have been better for the

nation, to have paid the Spanifli merchants their lofles, than

to have k>fl the opportunity. But ihin-jawed «»<zf^, pale-faced

timidity f zxidi coivftrdice vjxih her trembling hands and knock-
ing knees, had diffufed their poifons and their terrors into -our

c- cils.

Thus Mr. P— tt, having difappolnted and difirufted the Jaco-

bites ai)d Tories, and the French party, by excluding them from

oiHce and power ; and by traverfing and difappointing all their

views and expectations, raifed the fpleen of many of his party
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