
or THE l'OL\R SEA.

rates the

5 flat and

ucc, and

I all the

5 now to

The soil

Though

freqiient-

it are an-

hese por-

ave been

IS coUec-

avigation

i burthen

the Fac-

a square,

stories in

ers dwell

i articles

for the

e of the

nty feet

Ithe bank

which is

[pot dur-

frequent

re were

Their

oles to-

so as to

ns. The

le of the

ing un-

es; but

indul-

procure

Irom the traders with two much facility ; and they ni<2,htly sere-

naded us with their monotonous drunken songs. Their sickness,

at this time, was particularly felt by the traders, this being the

season of the year when the exertion of every hunter is required

to procure their winter's stock of geese, which resort in im-

mense flocks to the extensive flats in this neij:;hbourhood. These

birds, during tiie summer, retire far to the north, and breed in

security ; but, when the approach of winter compels them to

seek a more southern climate, they generally alight on the

marshes of this bay and fatten there for three weeks or a month,

before they take their final departure from the country. They
.(Iso make a short halt at the same spots in their progress north-

\vards in the spring. Their arrival is welcomed with joy, and

the period of the goose hunt is one of the most plentiful sea-

sons of the year. Tiie ducUs frequent the swamps all the sum-

mer.

The weather was extremely unfavourable for celestial observa-

tions during our stay, and it was only by watching the momen-
tary appearances of the sun, that we were enabled to obtain fresh

rates for the chronometers, and allow for their errors from Green-

wich time. The dip of the needle was observed to be 79° 29'

07", and the difference produced by reversinpr the face of the in-

strument was 11° 3' 40". A succession of fresh breezes prevented

our ascertaining the intensity of the magnetic force. The posi'

lion of York Factory, by our observations, is in latitude 57^

00' 03" N., longitude 98' 26' W. The variation of the comp.i«t

>°00' 21" E.
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