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IT is fortunate for commerce, and the inter-

courfe of nations, that there is implanted in

man's nature a defire of novelty^ which no prc-

fent gratification can fatisfy j that when he has

Vifited one regioh of the earth, he is (till, like

Alexander^ fighing for another to explore i and

that, after having efcaped one danger in his

progrefs, he is no lefs eager to encounter others>

that may chance to obftrudt him in the courfe

of his purfuits.

If the hiftory of former hardfhips could have

deterred men from engaging in new adventures,

the Voyage, the particulars of which we are

now about to relate, would probably never have

been undertaken. The dreary regions that fur-

round the poles are fo little accuftomed to feel

the kindly influences of the enlivening fun, and

»re fo deftitute of the ordinary produdions of

the earth in happier climates, that little Icfa

than one whole quarter of the globe is, by its

fterility, rendered uninhabitable by human
beings, and but thinly occupied by a very incon««

fiderable number of the race of quadrupedes,

The many and almoft infuperable difficulties

that muft therefore be expefled in traverfing^

thcfc forlorn dcfarts, where no relief is to b?

j^ cxpedtedy
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