
th« Mma year he left Noolka Miind with hia ve«wli,

one of which wintersd in China, and ih« two oth«r«

in ihc t^ndwich ioianda. I ahould h&ve bernrc ob-

•ervedihathfl arrived at Noo'ka aouml wiih two
veaaeli, the I'Vlice and tlie Iphi^renifl; and the third,

the North «'e«i America, wna built there diirine ihe

Mummer. In the meantime the Columbia and the

Washington, two American veuela from Boston.

entered the aound end passed the winter; and

from all the testimony rotating to the anb-

ject, there is no doubt that the lot occupied

Dy Mearei was abandoned or restored to Maquin-
IM in pursuance of the A(;reement between iliem.

Daring: all tills time, it is to be reculleRteil, Menres
waamiline under thuParlu|rues«lla|;; niid it is a curi-

Otis fact, tliat lio carried with him iiiKtructions to re-

Scl by I'oice any niicmpt on tlio [inn. of Rassian,

panish, or English veBocIa to seize him, or cnrry
' him out uf his wny. Hn was further inutrucled, in

case he WK8 siicrcasful in ccpturinj^ bis asxailaiit, to

. Mnd Iho vessel to China to be condrmni d, unit the

Crew to be triud na piretef>;* nnd vet, sir, notwith-

Blanding bo wa»' soiling under a forci^rn Hn::, with
orders to ireut his Britannic mnjcsty'a on^jrr.ts aa

pirai<8 in cnse they molested liim, the Briiivh gov-

ernment does not scruple to found its title to Oregon
on his voyage.
Though the vessels of Mearcs' mailed under

the Portuguese flag:, and under the namu ofn Pnrtu*

fiirae Rubfect, he asserlrd in his memorial that the

parlies in'intercst were British merohants. I drsiri^

to state the whole tnith. and therefore 1 give n fuel

I have not seen noticed. At pnsfe F73 of his voy-

age* it will be »cen that be tomt possc^Hiiinn of the

Btroite of Juan de Fucii, in lite, imme of iHo kin^
of Grcni Britain, in July, 1788.- lint iiiilcpen-

dently of the objection to tlaims founded ti[H>n the

, transact son's of un individual, wlin, :un<ler ihc must
favortibie view ihntean be Kikeii of him, hud wiusht
the protection of n foreifrn fli;; to perpetmto fraods

on the revenue laws of China, tliis iujuuthoriz<!d

act of Iflking possesAion under such « (Ijs was pre-

ceded mnny years by flimilnr formalities on liie part

of the Spanish navipaloni, under cxpreaR orders

. from their sovereign. The two-fold cliftrailf r whidi
Mearea united in his person, ccriainly gitve him
manifiifit advantnges,. both os n tmtler «nd n di.sco-

verer. He was a Portufjues? captrj.) when defraud-

ing the revenue laws ff Cliinn for the benefit of

British subjects, aiid :i llrilish li«ulen»iil v;lieii en-"

croaching on the territorial rijghts of Sp.un for the

benefit of the British sovereign.

On tlio 6ih '*of M.iy, ITS'), Miiriinez, a S|wiu.<h

naval commander, with two public aroied vcHse Is,

enUired Nooika sound, with instructions to nsRert

nnd maintain the paramount rights 'of Spain to

-the pUce, and to the adjiccut cojtits. The
|phi)!;eni.t, and tlie Northwest America, two of
Mcarea's vessels had returned from the Bandwioh
iilends, still sailinj; under Portiii^uesc colorp, and
arrived in i!ie sound on the 20!h of April, si.\-

teen days before Martinez. Thu Northwest Anicr-
iee saikd et^ht dnyAi afterwarily on » tmdin.:; voyage,
and the Iphi^eniu w.ss a short time stibKequently

" seized by Martinez, on the ground that her itistruc-

•neelu forwanliiig our wciks, Biiii his jirotectinii of the
party, wlio v.trs deitined to n main nl Nouika during our
ebicnee."— Voya^ei, kc., by John Metres, jiage 1!4.

^ "Tltecbirt was alto reffuis^tcdtn show every mark of at-

iCQtian aa4 frienifship to llie |>att.^' we chuultl leave on
sfaoie; and u a bribe to secnre bn attachmeii! he was
promiird th^twlien we finnliy left the coa<l, liothnulil cuter
into rut) roitetilon of tho house, «nil nil the gooila nnd
chsttvla theieuolo helooijiiig."—lb., p&g« 13!1.

*jljilJ«adiXto Msares'x Voyogtif, rapvn No. t.

r-'-^*--ii? ''
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tion* were hoetile to Spain. Qh« was, however,,
soon restored, and continued to trade under Portu-
guese colore—<t faot which skowii concluaivelT thai

no claim can justly be eel up by Oreat Britain on
the basis vt uis voyaf^e to Nootka.and his tempora-
ry establishment there. The Northwest America
was also seized, for reasons not directly connected
with any tiueition of sovereignly, and was employ*
ed for neany two years in the Spanish eerviee.

In the month of Juno, 1789, two vessels, the

Argonaut and Princess RoyfI, saihng under British

colors, arrived at Nootka, and were seized by Mar-
tinez. It is unnecessary to enter into the details of
this transaction. It is sufficient to say that it lecl

to an animated diecussion betweon the govern-
mients of Oreat Britain and Spain, in respect to their

rights in the Pacilic, and the western coast of Amsr-
ica, which **-<' several months threatened to produce
a war bei>. un tli6 two countries, but which was
finally terminated in October. 1790, by the treaty of
the l<.8curial, or the Nootka Sound convention, as it

is more frequently dcnominnted with us. Before the

ncf^otiaiione were concluded, both vessels were
voluntarily released by the Sf>onish authorities in>

Mexico.
As the Nootka S°ound convention constitutes un

esiienlial ingredient in the claim of Qreat Britain, it

will be neceisary to ad vert to such of its provisions

as are mndo the foundation of her title to the qual-

ified exercise of sovereignty which she asserts over
the northwest coast of America, and to consider
them in connexion with the circumstances under
which they were framed. The articles which relate

imrticulnrly to the question under discuanion, are the
Ist. 3d, 5th, and (itii.

The 1st article provides that the "the building*

and tracts Af land situated on the northwest coast of
the continent of North America, or on the islands

adjaeent to that continent, of which the subjects of
liiii Briinnnio m^esty were dispossetsed about the

month of Amil, 1789, by a Spanish officer, shall be
rextored to tne said British subjects."

The 3d article provides that, "in order to strengthen
the bonds of friendship, and to preserve in future a
perfect harmony and good understanding between ~

the two contracting parties, it is agreed that their

respective subjects shall not be disturbed or molest-

ed, either in navigating or carrying on their ^sherie»

in the Pacific ocean, or in the South seas, or in

landing on the coasts of those seas in places not al-

ready occupied, for the purpose of carrying on their

coninierce with the natives of the country, or of
tiiuking bettlciiients there; the whole subject, never-

thelcsp, to the restriciioiti* specified in the three fol-

lowing articles."

The 5th artitle provides that "as well in the
places which are to be restored to the British sub-
jects by virtue of the first article, as in all other
parts of the northwestern coasts of America, or of
the islands adjacent, situate to the ptfrth of the parts

of the said coostulready occupied by Spain, wherever
the subjects of either of the two powers shall have
made settlements since the month of April, 1789',

or shall hereafter make any, the sttbjects of the-

othershall have free access, and shall carry on their

trade without any disturbance or molestatitm."

The 6th article relates to the coast of Soutit

Ametica; but it has an importance in containing a
definition of the erections which nmy lie made^ con-
fining them to such as may scrtte the ptirposes of
tishing; and the provisions of the third artRte are
expressly declared to be subject to the restrietiona in
"the three following article8,"oneofwfaitAisthefitk-

I now proceed to state certain beta in respect

m.


