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APPENDIX. Appendii.

No. 1.

Extract siif.winc Views of Eaiii, fiF Aiti;iiiii:F.N ami Sin Iiichard Pakkniiam.

Lord Jdhn Hiissill to Lord L/iniiK, 2ilh Aufju.tt. IS'ili ,• rfnd, nnd copy given, to I'aitcd Slates

Scrnturii of Stolr.

(Extract.)

I liuvo t(i stato to you llmt tlie luivl of Ali(!nliH'ii, to wliom I Imvc rcft^rrcil, informs me that

lio (listiiictly ri'incmliois tlii' i,'ciieral ti'iioiir of lii.s coiivfrsiitinii.'f with Mr. MiicLiinu on tlio snltject

<if liiu Oi'ff^'on liiinndary, nnd is fcvtaiii that it was the inli'iition of tho Treaty to adopt the nud-

chnnncl of the. SIrait.s a.s the line of demarcation, without reference to ishinds, the iio.sitioii, and
indeed tlie very existence, of wliich laid haidly at tiiat tinu; heen accurately ascertained; and he has no
reeolleelion of any mention haviuL; Ix'en made, during' the discussimi, of tlie t'anal tie llaro, or,

indeed, any other ehannei than tho.se deserihed in the Treaty itself.

1 also inclose a ilemoramhim drawn up hy 8ir Ilichard rakenhani, the negotiator of the Treaty

of 1840.

Indosurc in forec;oin^' de,-*[)atch.

Memorandum b;/ Sir I!. J'alenliarn on the Water Botnidary imiltr the Oregon Treaty of 1840.

1 have e.xnniined the ])n|iers put into my hand hy Mr. llaniniond, relatini,' to the line of boundary

to be estalilished between the Urilishand I'nited Slates' pos.sessii ins on tiie noitii-wesl coast of America,

and ] have endeavoured to call to mind any circumstance which mi;,'hl have occiiried at the time when
the Oiefjon Treaty was cnnchuled r.Iune l."i, 184lj), of a nature either to strenjilheii or to invalidate the

pretension now ]iut forward by the I'nited Statm Conuuissioner, tn the ell'ect that the boundary

oontemjilated by the Treaty, would be a line )iassiii>,' down the middle of the channel called Canal de

Haro, and not, as s\ij,',!,'estcd on the jiavt of (!reat Jiritain, alon;,' the middle of the channel called

Vancouver's or Hosario Strait ; neither (if which two lines would, as I humbly conceive, exactly fidfil

the eiinditions of the Ticaly, which, accmiliiiLt tn their literal lenonr, would reipiire tln^ line to lie traced

aloiif; the middle of the channel fnieaninj,', 1 jircsume, the whnle intervenin;,' s]iace;, which sejjarales the

Continent from Vanciiuv(a''s Island. And I think 1 can safely assert that the Treaty of .lune l,"i, 184G,

was .sif,'ned and ratitied withiait any intimation to iis whatever on tin; jiait of the United States'

Government, as to the particular directinn to he given to the line of bnundary cimtemiilated by

Article I of that Treaty.

All that wt^ knew about it was, that it was to run " through the middle of the channel which

separates the Cnntinenl linm Vani'onver's Island, and thence .sontlierly through the middle of the said

channel and of Euca's Straits to the Tacilic Ocean."

it is true that, in a des|ialch from Mr. MacLane, then United States' Minister in London, to the

American Sccietary nf State, Mr. liuchanan, dated 18th Jlay, 1841), wliich despatch was not, Imwever,

made [lublic. until after the ralihcatinii nf the Treaty by the Senate, Mr. Macl.ane informs his tlovern-

nient that the line of boundary alioul to be pinposed liy Her Majesty's (loveriuueiit would " ]Mobably

be snlistantially to divide the territory iiy the extension of the 'Ine on tho ]iai'allel of 4'.!' to the sea;

that is to say, to the arm of the sea called I'.irch's Bay, thence b\ the t'anal d" llaro and Straits of Euca

to the ocean."

It is ahso true that Mr. Senator ISenton, one of the alilest and most zealous advocates for the ratili-

cation of the Treaty (relying, no doubt, on the statement furnished by Mr. ]\IacLane), did, in a speech

on tho .subject, describe the intended line of boundary to be one pa.ssing along the middle of the Haro

Channel.

Ihit, on the other linml, the Earl of Aberdeen, in his final Instructions, dateil May IS, 1840, says

nothing whatever about the t'anal de Haro ; but, on the contrary, desires that the line might be drawn

"in a southerly direction through tho centre of King George's Sound and the Straits of Euca to tho

Pacilic Ocean."

It is my belief that neither Lord Aberdeen, nor Mr. ]\IacEanc, nor Mr. Uuehiinan, possessed at

that time a'suiliciently accurate knowledge of the geography or hydrography of the region in (luestiou,

to enable them to define more ; ceurately what was the intended line of boundary than is expressed in


