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In the year 18T7 a .small colleclioii of plants from the Similkainceu lilver, in British

Columbia, collected by Dr. G M. Dawson, was j)late<l in my hands for i xamination. A
rough list of these plants was prepared, includino; nineteen species, most of which were,

however, too imperfect for certain dcterminalion.' One of the species, an Equisetum, of

which there were a num})er of specimiMis, was described as AJ. Siiiiifkumensc ; the others

were referred, with more or less hesitation, to previously described Tertiary species. The
general aspect of the collection was .stated to be Miocene, or, po.ssibly, Oligocene. These

plants, with others from Qucsuel, Blackwater and North Thompson liivers, were subse.

quently noticed in my memoirs on "Fo.ssil riants from British Columbia," in thesi'

Transactions for 1882. In 1888 an additional collection was obtained, including some of the

former species and others not previously seen, and enabling more satisfactory comparisons

to be made. I propose in the present paper to notice these specimens, and to discuss their

bearing on the age of the Tertiary Lak«! Basins of British Columbia. It is proper to state

here that since the publication of the Report of 1877-78, specimens from Chigneck Bay and

Unga Islands in Alaska have come into the hands of tln> late Prof. Lesquereux, which seem

to be of similar age, and include several of the same species. They have been described by

him in the ' Proceedings of the U. S. National Museum' (Vol. •"), 1882), and have been sub-

sequently noticed in the 'Reports of the U. S. (reological Survey,' Vol. viii, "Cretaceous

and Tertiary Floras." Lesquereux doi's not seem to have seen my contribution on the

Similkameen plants in the Canadian Report, but has evidently met with some of the

same species. These papers will be referred to in the following pages, as well as notices

of "Fossil Plants from Oregon," contributed by Dr. Newberry to the ' Pmlletin of the U. S

Geological Survey,' No. 51, 1888.

It would appear from these papers that in Alaska, as in British Columbia, there are

deposits containing fossil plants which ranye from the lower Cretaceous, e(juivalent to the

Kootanie and Queen Charlotte Groups of British Columbia, to the Miocene Tertiary, and

the collections which have been described by lleer in the ' Flora Alaskana,' as well as

those in the papers above referred to, represent in all probability these horizoiis, as well

as intermediate portions of the Laramie and Koceiit>. In the State of Washington the

Laramie would seem, according- to Newberry, to be represented in the so-called Puget

Group. The plants of the Similkameen beds of Hritish Columbia, which have also

afforded a rich insect fauna, described by Dr. Scudder,- are tht>refore of interest, not only
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