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The lateness of harvest in our Northwest, and the earlv ih^inu of

navigation in the St. liawronee. will soon over-tax all our means of trans-

port, hoth watei- and rail. durin;j; the interval between Septeml>er and

Decemher. 'I'he Welland and St. Lawrence canals and the portaj^e rail-

ways hetween Montreal and Iial<e Huron constitute the ('unadian rortes,

and much, which cannot arrive hy water in time for export, will he stored

iiji at nearest lake |)orts for winter railway carriajjfe to tide water ware-

liousi's on tlu' St. Lawrence, for t'.xport at Atlantic ports,—or for conver-

.sioii into flour at Ontario and (Quebec water powers.

'IMiis accumidatiiif; tonnap' from our western ])lains and our eastern

forests inu.st call for a proportionate extension of export facilities which

siionld attract tonnage to the St. Lawrence. Already ^[ontreal has

eiirhtccn retrular lines of steamei's to transatlantic ports, exclusive of

tramps. New ^"ork alone of the Atlantic ports exceeds this in number,

^lontreal has live regular lines to Liverpool and the same number to

liOndon, two lines to (ilasgow and two to Hamburg, and one each to

Hristo], .Manchester. Helfast and Antwerj). |{altinu)re has twelve regular

liiu's of steamships to i'lurojte, iJoston nine, and Philadelphia eight. Xo
<l()id)t all these Atlantic lines exceetl Montreal in numi)er and tonnage

of vessels as well as in cargo carried. They have twelve months naviga-

tion against .seven for the St. Jiawrence. The real siguiticance of Mont-

real's eighteen regular lines of riLeamshi[>s is the demonstration,

that, in spite of climatic drawbaiks. or inferiority in other respects, the

St. liawrence is the route towards which northern exports will gravitate

<luring its open season.
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