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Imperial Germany
unity of the Empire was placed under the protection

of the monarchy. At the beginning of the 'sixties, in

the nineteenth century, Crispi, later President of the

Ministry in Italy, a country whose fate has a resem-

blance to Germany's, wrote to Mazzini that he had

been converted from the Republic to the Monarchy,

because the latter would unite Italy, whereas the

former would disintegrate her : the same applies to

us. And it is particularly true in our case because

the German Empire, situated in the middle of Europe,

and insufficiently protected by nature on its frontiers,

is and must remain a military State. And in history

strong military States have always required mon-

archical guidance.

A strong monarchy at the head of affairs by no

means precludes a lively interest on the part of the

people in the political life of the Empire and the indi-

vidual States. On the contrary, the more keen and

intelligent the interest that all classes of the nation

take in the development of political matters, the closer

will grow the ties between the people and the mon-

archy, which as leader and guide stands at the head

of national life. Political life in a modern monarchy,

as created by our Constitution, entails co-operation

between the Crown and the people. It is an old mis-

take to want to gauge the concern of the nation in

political affairs solely by the rights granted to the

representatives of the people. A Parliament may

possess very extensive rights and yet the nation may

take very little interest in politics. Thus in France
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