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skilled in handling a vehicle, are not really

fully qualified for the business of a motor
transport driver in active service.

Very considerable numbers of London
motor omnibuses were taken off the streets

and converted into ambulances or lorries,

and similar vehicles have also been used
for the transport of troops and other

purposes.

As soon as matters had had a little time
in which to settle down, it became apparent
that the Government did not intend to rely

on the system of requisitioning to make
up the wastage of their fleet in service, or

to provide transport for Indian and Colonial

troops, or for the new armies in course of

formation. For this purpose large regular

orders were placed with many of the leading

manufacturers, and in some instances these

orders amounted to taking over practically

the entire output. No exact figures are

available as to the rate at which, during
the early stages of the war, the Government
took delivery of new motor lorries, but there

is httle doubt that the weekly supply ran
into three figures, and that a continuance


