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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

WINNIPEG, Saturday, Jan, 80

Dallness is the most promipent featura of
business. Thers is hardly an exceptiun to
thisin any direction. Jobbors are doing
very little business, the grain trade is flat,
and in produce and miscellancous linez there
is very littlo business, and receipts of pro-
duce and grain from the country ave very
small, Of course thisis the dull season of
the year, and in general wholesale trade bus-
inessis always expected to be quint at this
timo of the year, This year tho dullness
has been increased in tho grain and produce
Jines by the bad couuntry roads. Theun-
usual depth of » wthis winter, and thoun-
usual pumber 0: .ind storms has left country
roads in an alm23t impassabls state, and the
outlook for the next six waeks or so is there-
foro not favorable to brisk business. Next
month (Fobraary) wholesalers will begin
shipping out epring stocks, but they do.not
espect much in the way of new business for
some weeks. ‘I'be Railways have had a hard
time of it this winter. Railway men say it
has been  the worst winter they have kad
sinco railways were first operated in this
country, and the lines have been kept open
only with great difficulty.  Collections have
beenslow lately, but they wers very good the
early patt of tho season. The cold snap
which set in here last week, extended all
over tho West, and was very severe in the
rapge country this week, but no information
has come to hand regarding stock on tho
ranges. They have had a long spell of fino
weather, and cattle were cousequeontly in
gocdshape to stand a fow days of rough
weather. Hers the weather has been moder-
ate since Tuesday last.

Tho total number of business failures in
Canada this weok is 56. Last week the
wtal was 57, and last year it was 63, while
in the week two years ago it was 36, and the
corresponding period of 1891 it was 41,

Bradstreet’ssays of the situation in the
United States this week: **Thero have
beou increased sales of hides and leather, in
somo instances of shoes, of coal, fartilizars.
and southern pig iron for export. Eastera
and middlo state iron and steel industries
are in an unsatisfactory condition, but
southern furpaces announce nearly 12,000
tons of iron sold for export, with Russia in
the market a3 a would-bo buyer. The
heavy bosmessin raw wool within a fort-

nighe contirues, aud there is still aa active
demand,”

At New York yestorday call monoy was
quoted at 13 per cent., prime mercauntile
paper 3 to 4 per.cont., bar silver 633e, Mexi-
can dollars. 503c.
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[All quotations, unless otherwise fled, ate whole.
wle for sach quantitics as are usually taken by reiall
desders, snd are yubfoct «0 the uewal reduction 0nlarge
quaztities angd ¢o cash disoounts.?

Corpwoop—The Winnipeg city council
hesaccopted the tonder of M. . DPeterson
for green cut dry poplar at $3.25, dry cat
poplar at §2.93, and dry cut Jack pine at
SL0 per cord, dolivered in tho city. John
Swanson's tender was for tamerac at §3.
Balt_ord §2.75; jack pine $%, half cord
§2.25; poplar §3.25, half cord §1.75, There
w3 ono other tender, that of J, G. Har-
grave, for poplor, season cat, $3.85; jack
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pine, soason cut, $1.50% dry cut $1.25;
tamarae, S5, all delivered in the city as re-
quired. These tenders give a good idea of
values, including cost of hauling by teams
from tho railways, Pine is held about $3.50
for cars on track here; tamarac, $1.25 per
cord on track. and poplar at $2.50 to
$2.75. Prices yelivored to consumers about
75¢ advauce ou these quotations.

CoaL.—The cold weather this week has
increased tho demand., and coal dealors did
moro busiuess the earlier part of this week
and closing days of Jast waeek. than they did
for some time previous. Prices are the
same. Prices hero aro as follows: Pen-
nsylvania anthracite $10.00; western an-
thracito, $9.50 yper ton. Souris coal
SL50 ton; Lethbridge $6.50. Theso
prices  aro delivered to consumers in Win-
nipez. Car lnts on track of Souris conl
aro held at $3.85 to 8,90 per ton here, or
$1.50 per ton on cars a% tho mines.

GREEN FRUITS—Californic oranges and
lomons are coming in {reely, and
the lemons ara said to ke fHne stock.
T'he severe weather this week has made
iy difficult to handle fruit and busi-
ness i3 cousequently  quiet. Prices
are as follows: Aupples, (8225 to 3250
per barrel as to quality. Jlexican orauges,
$4.25 tn 31.50 per box; Califormia navels, $1.59
to §$1.75 per box ; California seedliuvg oranges
88,75 to $1.00 per box; Messina lemons,
$5 t0$5.25 per box; Califorma lomens, $4.30
box; Cape Cod crantorries, frozen, $5 to
$5,50 per barrel; Malaga grapes, $3.30 per
keg; bananas, $2.75 to $3.30 per bunch;
sweot potatoes, $4.50 to $3 per barrel ; dates,
G} to Tc 1b.; figs, 18 to 15elb. for layers.

Nuts—Tarragona slmonds, 16¢c; Sicily
filberts, large, 15¢. filberts ordinary, 12e,
poanuts, roasted, 12¢; pesnuts, green, Sc.
Ontario butternuts 9¢; QOatario Walnuts
Ge; hickory nuts, 10; Grenoble walnuts,
15¢; Fronch walnuts, 123c Ib.

DruGs—Prices here for parcel lots are as
follows, srith liboral reuuctions for large
orders: Alum per pound, 83 to 4fc; alco-

hol, §5.25 gallon; blecching powder
per pound ; 6 to 8c; bluestono, 5 to
7¢ ; borax 11 to 18 cents ; bromide

potash, 63 to 75¢, camphor, S5 tc 95¢; cam-
pbor, ounces 90 to 1.00: ecarbalio sid, 40 to
63c; castor oil, 11 to 15¢; chlorate potash,
28 to Juc; citric acid, 55 to 65¢. copperas 8%
to 4c; cocaino, per 0z.,$6.50 to §7.00; cream
tartar, per pound, 30 to 85c; cloves, 20 to
25¢; opsom salts, 8% to 4c; extract logwood,
bulk, 14 to 18c; do., boxes, 18 to 20c;
German quinine, 40 to H0c; glycerine, por
pound, 30 to 85¢; ginger, Jamaica, 30 to83e;
do., African, 20 to 25¢; Howard’s quinine,
per ounce, 45 to 33¢: iodine. £3.50 w0 6.00,
inscct powder, 85 to 40¢ ; morphia sal., $1.90
to §2.25. Opium, S1.50 to §5,00; oil, olive,
$1.25 to $1.40; o, U. S. salad, $1.25 0 $1.40;
oil, lemon, super $2.75 to 8.25; oil, popper-
mint, $1.00t0 81.50; oil, cod liver, $2.50 to
$1 pergalion a8 tobrand; oxalico acid, 18 to 16c;
potassiodide, $4.25 to 4.30 ; paris greon, 18 to
20c 1b; saltpetro; 10 to 12¢; sal rochello. 30
to 85¢ ; shellac, 45 to 50¢; sulphur flowers,
83 to ¢ ; sulphur roll, per keg, 33 to 5¢; soda
bicarb, per keg of 112 pounds, $8.75 to $1.25
sal soda, $2 to §8; tartaric acid, per ib., 43
to 5%¢; strychnine, pure crystals 80c to $1.00
por oz.

FLUID BEEF, ETC.—Foliowing aro prices of
tho goods put up by the Johnston Fluid Beef
Company of Montreal :—Johnstons Fluid Beef
—No. 1, 2-0z. tins, per dozon, $2.70; No. 2
doz., $1.50; No. 8, 8oz, $7.88; Ne. 4,11b,,
$12.83; No. 3, 21b,, $2:30. Staminal—2oz,
bottles, per dozon,$2.53 ; do, 4oz, $5.i0.

Fisu—DPricea aro as follows: — Yinnan

Haddies, 76 por 1b; Whitefish, €o;
Lako Superior trout, 9c¢; Pickerol, dc;
salmon, 12¢ halibut, 12%; Cod, S8c;

Haddock, 8¢ per 1b; smelts 10c; horrings
25c por dozon : Oystors, 81.60 por gallon faor
standards, $1.80 for solects, and 82 to $2.25
for oxtra solects and counts ; shell oysters, $8
per barrel; smoked salmon. 13¢ b, ; bloators,
$1.25 to $1.40 box; red herrings, 20c box ;
pickled trout, $7.50 per barrel of 100 1bs;
pickled whitefish, $6 per barrel ; salt herrings
$3.50 per half barrel ; boneless fish, 50 1b.

Harbware —It is considored to bo wise
policy for dealers in this brauch to buy care-
fully at present and only in such quantities
as are requirod to meot their immediate
waunts. In view of possible tariff chkangesin
the near furure, it would no doubt be good
policy for dealers to reduco their stocks as
low as possible. It is not at alllikely that
any tariff changes which may be made will
have any influonco toward advancing prices,
while it i3 possible that lower prices on some
lines may be brought about through tariff
changes, Auny changes mado in the tarifl
will undoubtedly bo in tho direction of lowor
duties, and consequently the tendency is
toward lower prices on some hipes in which
tarifl changes are possible. Someo lines not-
ably wire-nails, have already declined
sharply.

Prices are as follows:

T1N, lamb and 56 and. 28 1b. ingots, per 1b.
19 to 20c.

TIN PLATES. — Charcoal plates, I. C,,
10 by 14, 12 by 12 and 14 by 20,
per box, $1.50 to $1,75; I.X., samo sizes, por
box, $5.75 to §6: T C.. charcoal, 26 by 28,
112 sheats to box, $9.00 to 9.25; I. X., per
llxi)xo.O?O by 28, 112 sheots to box, $11.00 to

TERNE PLATES.—I. C., 20 by 28, $9.00 to
9.23. o

InoN AXD STEEL.—Bar iron. per 100 bs.
base price. $2.85 to $2.50; band iron, per 100
lbs., $2.85 108.00; Swedish iron, per 100:1bs.;
$5.25 10 6; sleigh shoo steol, $3.00 to 8.25;
best cast tool steel, perlb, 9 to lle¢; Russian
chrat, par 1h, 12 ta 18c.

SHEET IRON.—10 to 20 gauge $3.00; 22
to 2% and 26 gauge, $3.25 ; 28 gauge, $3.50.

CAXADA PLATES.—Garth and Blaina, $3.10

GALVANIZED IRON.—American, 20gauge,
$1.00; 22 and 21 pauge, $1.25; 26 gsuge
$1.50; 25 gauge, $1.75 por 100 1bs.

IrON PreE.—30 to par 60 ocent. off list.

Leap.—DPig, per 1b., 43c.

SHEET ZINC—In casks, 5.75 1b., broken lots,
6.00.

SoLper.—Helf and helf (guar) per 1b, 14
to 16c.

AMMUNITION. —Cartndges—Rim fire pistol,
Americon, discount, 40 per cent.; rim fire
cartridges, Dominion, 50 and 3; rim fire
snilhary,  Amenican, net  list ; centrat
firo pistol and rifle, American, 12
cent.; central firo cartridge, Dominion. 30
per cent.; shot shells, 12 guage, $6 t07.50;
shot, Canadian, soft, 5ic;i shot, Canadiax,
chilled, Ge.

WIRE.—Galvanized barb wire, plain vwist-
ed wire and staples, $3.25 per 100 'bs.

_ RoOPE.~Sisal, por 1b., 7% 08¢ basa; man-
illo, per_1b., 93 to 10fc baso; cotton, Fto 3
inch ar i larger. 15¢ 1b.

AXES.—Per box, $6.00 to 9.00.

NAILS.—Cat, perkeg, baso prico, $2.88 for
60 d. with usual extims; common stocl wirs
Dnails, 8 to 6 inch,$3.20per keg; 2% inch, $3.98,
with usual axtras for smallor sizes.



