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EDITORIAL NOTES.T l E printing trade of Toronto vas never before stirred in
its soul's depths as it has been during the last month.
For two or threc issues this journal had been talking of

wrong methods of selling paper, presses, and type, and trying to
explaisi why prices were low. These words fell on cars that
only half heard, and it was not until a bugle blast with a tuine
entitled " In DIarkest Toronto," was sounded in our January
issue that the printers sprang to their arms. Then there was
buckling on of armor, cleaning of death deahng snurds, a rush
ing hither and thither in pursuit oi the enemy.

Btut others deserve the credit of hîelping to arouse the sleep.
ing warriors about whomî the eneny were swiftly gathering.
The Toronto W'orld spoke up manfully aud boldly. I niade
one or two iistakes, but the World has a big hicart, and that
is why it desired to sec ils fellow printers and publisiers pulled
out of the slough of liard times. Then that staunch old journal,
that usually ieads in the van of commercial reforni, the Mlone
tary finies, followed up the cue given by this journal and struck
a blow wherc latsernk a.stî Puiti.tsiER had designated. Both
tiiese journais deserve the credit of the trade for their efforts on
its behalf. It is pleasant to know that these efforts are înot to
have been made i vam. The Toronto printers have screved
up their courage to the sticking point, and the paper jobber, type
founder or press manufacturer who disobeys their resolution
will find himself in hot water. Truc, the employing printers of
'Toronto have never been striking for their propensity for living
up b their resolutions: but we are confident that they mean
business this lime. 'lhe meceting on the eveniig of the i Sth
ias the largest ever known in the trade: the speeches had a
more determined ring, and the resolutions were more decisive.

.\foreover thie country printers are going to give the city
printers good support. We publish in tihis issue two letters
fron mens who have fehl the kecn competition of the Toronto
printers who sell goods they never pay for. The writer has cune
n contact with a doien or more job printers frot various On-

tario towns, and ah are unanimous ini saying that they will up.
hold the Toronto printers in thîeir efforts to reform the methods
vf those giving credit to the craft. At the annual meeting of
thec Canadian Press Association, to be held on February Sth and
th, Mr. A. F. Rutter, President of the Toionto Employing
Printers' Association, will deliver an address on practical sub-
•:cts, and we have no doubt thait il will be beneficial in drawing

closer together the city and the rural priner, and place iheir
relations onu a higher plane. .\r. Rutter is keenly alive to the
situation of the printing trade in Toronto aind lsewhere, and
cai point out the existing ditliculties in the wa of reforti it a
mianler which will he instructive.

l'he benefit will not ie olu the O>ntaru prunters alone. If
the Toronto printers succeed in establishing a scale of prices,
and maintain it. it will hate a muril effect on the craft throuigh.
out Canada. Montreal printers, judging by reporis, are not
gettinig too mucls profit on their work. and severl failures have
occurred of laie. Fron the more distant vities uf the east and
west, somlewlhat siiilar reports arrive. The printer got his
credit too cheaply, and he gave il too eheaply. This is the kernel
of the whole matter. Now lie inter.ds ioget a fair and just price
for his work. and why shouldn't le ? There is an established

price for presscs, paier, ink, pressnmen's wages. setting type, etc.,
and why shouldn't the price of his work he established ? En.
ploying printers niust adopt moure and moure lthe mnethods of the
trade union before they can present cutting. . The *vpoteua.
has had a good effect in Canada, but it is not introduced
widely enough More associations are needed, and, as we have
said, these associations should adept more largely the nethods
adopted by dit to often despised trade union. The l'oronto
Employing Printers' Association and the Canadian Press As.
sociation, for example, r..ight have donc double the vork they
have done if there lad been less jealousy, more fellowshipî, more
esprit du corps, and stiffer backbones anong the mîemnbers. The
trouble is when men gel together they seeni to lose, i cotucl.
the intense, practical nianner of thinking, talking, and acting
which characterizes thei in the control of ilteir own business.
The dawn of better days seems to be at hand : let us hope that
il is not a mirage.

Sonehow or other one gets an increase of respect for souie

papers every year. 'he paper that gets out a speial trade or
holiday edition will gain respect every lime, if the work is weil
done. Il our last issue we referred to a iumber of papers pub.
lishing holiday editions, but hadn't time to mention ail. The
Athens Reporter did well for tIe sire of ils cage. The Ilrant.
ford Courier's tradeedition was nentioned before, but a second
mention is not ton m l...: tor il. hie Manitoba Frec Press is a
big daily in a big town aud ils Christiuas edition corresponded
in every way. Nor wvas tite Winnipeg Tribune behind in any

respect. The IlutntinIgdonl Gleaner issued a 32-page almanac


