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PINE AS A PULP WOOD.
ToronTo, Oct. 23rd, 1899,
“T'o the Editor of the CANADA LuspEkMAN ¢

Dear Sig, =1 have carefully read your last issue of the
LUuMBERMAN, and noie with pleasure that you are giving
more attenton to the pulp industry.  This great and
growing industry should have every assistance, and such
a paper as THE LUMBERMAN is in a position to render it
Ereat serviee.

I note an article mentioning 2 few woods which are
considered as likely to be rivals of spruce as our principal
material for pulp making.  Some of these enumerated in
your article will, in special localities and for special
reasons, reach some importance, but the butk of paper
pulp will be made from spruce and its allied woods for a
good many years to come.  Iavestors need have no fear
that capitaf invested in spruce limits and pu'p mills is
likely 10 be Jost becavse of a substilute being found for
spruce. Therce is no substinte in sight, as far as I koow,
except for special grades of pulp, which can hardly be
considered as competitors for spruce ** news ™ pulp.

Now, there is no doubt that nearly all kinds of wood
can be manufictured into pulp and paper, but the question
for the pulp maker is, Will it pay ? There seems 10 be
some discussion regarding yellow pine, and also the
short-leafed variety, for pulp making.  From my personal
expericzece | do not think these woods williunount to any-
thing for this purpose, especially in Canada, where there
are at present such large tracts of good spruce, which can
be obtained it $2.30 or §3 per cord, taid down in 1the mill
yard.

In the case of the two woods mentioned, the principad
objection 15 the presence of resin.  This must be got
rid of, and if the process for doing sois not chieap enough,
or if the by-products of tar, cte., do not bring in sufficient
returns, the use of pine for pulp making will never assume
any considerable proportions.  Thereare other objections
to its use which, though not so important as that men-
tioned, will seriously act agiinst its use. 1 think pine will
be found to grind much casier than spruce, especially if
the wood is at all softened duringg the process of extract-
ing the resine - This is an advantage, and will to some ex-
1ent increase the output in tons per horse power. The
pulp made from it wiil be cream yellow in color, or darker,
will be soft in texiure, close—or short and mealy—in grain,
Iacking the tough, strongy characterof the spruce. 1 will
be ground i short fibres of comparatively large cross-

FPUL
A

‘W“mm%““‘““"“““‘fs

T
— 9
RTMENT

section, which will be difficult 10 pass through the screw
plates.  This latter is, however, largely a matter of the
degree of sharpening given to the stone and the amount
of pressure used in grinding.

The process for extracting the resin will have to be one
which does not injure the fibre or discolor it in any way,
otherwise the pulp will be useless as a  first-class
article.

In Oatario the supply of spruce is as large, or will soon
be as large, as that of pine.  This means that the supply
of pine is of more value as lumber thar as pulp wood. It
is not likely, then, that under these conditions much pine
will be used in this way, especially as the pulp would not
brng as high a price as that made from spruce, on
account of its inferior quality.

The qualities required in a good ““ news* pulp are
whiteness and strengih, with a fibre uniform in size and of
agood length, giving toughness,  These qualities depead
to 2 very gireat extent on the wood or malerial used, but
evenness and uaiformity will always depend on the skill
used in sharpening the stonies, the judgment of the pres-
sure, and the care taken in choosing the screen plates.

Whatever may be said for or against pine, of either the
long or the short-leafed variety, as a probable substitute
for spruce in pulp making, it will never be considered as
a question of much importance by Canadians.

Ww. H

THE LATE J. C, WILSON.

ONE prominently connected with the paper and pulp
industry of Canada passed away on October gih, in the
person of Mr. J. C. Wilson, principal of the firm cf J. C.
Wilson & Company, paper makers, Montreal, with mills
at Lachute and St. Jerome.  Mr. Wilson came 10 Canada
from Ireland when but an infant, was cducated at McGill
Normal School, taught school at Beauharnois from 1859
10 1862, then removed to Belleville and later to Toronto.
In 1863 he secured a position with T. W. Sirong, publisher,
New York, butin a year or two icturned to Montreal,
becoming book-keeper for Angus Logan & Co., now the
Canada Paper Co.

In 1870 Mr. Wilson started in business for himself with
a small a::lpit:\l, and gradaally worked up the ladder of
success until at his death he was one of Canad:a’s most
prominent paper manuficturers. He built his paper
mill at Lachute in 1850, since which time considerable
additions have been made thereto.

PULP MARKET IN FRANCE.

M. Wohlfurth, general director of an importing com.
pany of Pasis, France, and representative in that cou ey
of the Suult Ste. Maric Pulp & Paper Company, was
recently on a visil to Cannda, and gave some inform.tion
as to the possibility of increasing our export teade in pp,
The French market, he says, is accessible only to dry
pulp, by reason of the high freight that must be g i,
Dry pulp occupies go cubic feet to the ton weight, winle
the regular space allowed for a ton is only jo teer,
Special freight rates are therefore applied to pulp, and it
it can stand is a freight of 20s. per ton to Spain and Mar.
scllies 3 the Compagrnie trans-Aulantic chiarge 20 ey
from New York to Havre. The Siuht Ste. Marie Pulp &
Paper Company is abont the only one that makes dey
pulp, alihough recently the Laurentide Pulp Conspany
made a start in that direction.  As the smull mus i
Canada are provided with apparatus for wet pulp anly,
and as this wet pulp contzins 3o per cent. of water, Mr,
Wohlfurth says that it would be necessary 10 have o
freight rate of 10 francs or 10s5hillings at the mostin wder
to place it on the market in Spain, Portugal or Belg.n o
compete with the Norwegian pulp.  If the castern mills
could supply dry pulp they would have a great adv.anage
m transporiation charges aver the Sault Ste. Mariv Cum.
pany.

FLAX PULP.

In the last issue of THE LUMBERMAN reference was
made to the proposed establishiment of & fax pulp will m
Niagara Falls, N.Y., the process 10 be adopted being the
invention of Mr. F. H. Hickman, of New Jersey. Con.
cerning the process we find the following in the Wailds
Paper Trade Review, of Loudon, Eng.:

Itis well known that flax straw as a raw mterial
differs essentially from wood and the straw oi other
fibrous plants, such, for example, as jute and hemp,  The
fars and waxes of the flax plant are far niore difficalt to
break down dnd saponily with a caustic alkali solution
than are those of wood, and the percentage of fais and
waxes in flax is much higher than in other fibrous plants,
Heunce, it is necessary to provide a solution for flux which
will efficiently break down and climinate this wiusual
quantity of fats aad waxes, and which can ovucome
their peculiarly refractory churacter without destroying
or wcakening the fibre.

The inveator says it has been found, in a long course
of experiments, that by combining i proper percentage
of sulphur with an aqueous solution of caustic soda, the
former unites with or saponifies the more refractory laty
and waxes of flax and retards the oxidizing effect of the
caustic alkali, and thus the process of saponificition i~ so
far modified and hastencd under proper conditions of
time, temperature and pressure, that the fibrous miterial
is protecied from injury by oxidation, ind the encrustivg
matter, such as lignin, fats, waxes and gums, is broken
down before the fibrous and cellulosic tissue can be

J. D, SHIBR

MANUPACTURER OP

Limber, Lath & Singles
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TELEPHONES

Send for our Hintrated Catalogue
amd Price List of

“UNIQUE*’
TELEPHONES

For Main Line and Warehouse Use.

Only Telephune made that oes not Retnut of
: Mdjustment. Sarinfaction guannteed.
Sold outrizhi at law prices.  No evarbitant royaltices.

SOLB MANUFACTURERS

JORN STARR. SON § G0, vwres

P. 0. Box 448, HALIFAX, N.S.

Geo. T. Houston & Co.
CHICAGO, ILLS.

Cypress.

Cable Address, “ HousTON.”

Lumberman’s and
A.B.C. Codes.

HoOusT1ON BRrOS.
CAIRO, ILLS.

HousTon Bros.
COLUMBUS, MISS.

HoOusTON BROS.
BIGBEE, MISS. -

EXTRAORDINARY

We are cleaning up numerous yards in conneetion with our Mills in the South, to make room
for next year’s new cut.

Stock consists of all grades and thicknesses Hardwood Lumber, Yellow Pine and Cypress,
including a big surplus of No. 1 and No. 2 Common Yellow Pine, Select and Common

All of th- above a year and over dry.

If you are in the market for any kind of Hardwood Lumber, Yellow Pine or Cypress, or expect
to be in the future, send us your nuiries.

The stock has to be moved, and if we

can pick your orders out of any of the lots referred to, we will quote you prices fo

save additional handling expenses.

Addpress all Correspondence to our Main Office:

J\ GEO. T.

HOUSTON & CO.

g CHICAGO, ILLS,, U.S.A.



