
sis Rio-al Tranquilif y.

lhave eiacteti a part in Il Pyrantus amd 'Piishe.'' Eager- to gain a
nmiorijinîg view, %ve eqlui}pled ou'seives Nviiii gootiiy oakenl stick-,
1).rtl'V t dellenti us frutti ituproper f*Liuniiariry %Vitl the rattde
sakes, IVhiehl arc Saidtuw abolti tiiere, andi par1ly to assi.-t us iii
ciimbing the steep). A sutiden change of the wveather, Jîoivever,
envelopeti ns in a fog, as %ve reachiet the foot of thc Rock, or
Stonc niouintaiin. It is a hare iss of granite, betveeni twvo andi
t1hree thonsanti fect high. The appearance of' sitilar clevattionis,
coxnposeti of ortiinary earth, anti clothiet %vith verdure, fails to iii-
press te nimdf wvith the idea of sýolidity andi durabiiity, whiicht i
'coniceives front the Conitelmlation1 of titis gigalntic rock hecaved i p-
ward in thie Ilorin of a stupenidous billo m. A graduai descent of the
surroundliig country towvards its base fornis a cir-cular basin of se-
verai l k iin circunîference, of which it is thc centre; anti the ap-
parently initermtinable forces, wvhieh wvave arounti it, strike the eyc

in srou cntrstwit is bca ani esoat naetnes. rointhe
grraduai asc--entcfeue sie tie curiotis i)assenger approachies (lie
brink of ail iimmiense anti alitost perpendicular precipice. On reacli-
bi- the Il perilous etige" of this ab)rupt declivity, the giddly viewv
broke suddteuly upon mie. Mere description conveys but feebiy
aoy idea of the effiet of sucb a scetie upon the imagination. 1 litai
so lituiteti a l<nowivedge of the localities of the place, thiat 1 aivani-
cetl inuai nearer the precipice than %vas necessary or agrrecable.
As 1 trel:nbhiiy measured the depUlis of the distance, I toit duit
ihe least breath of air almost the agitation of nmy oivi thouglits,
ilit, precipitate nie, town, thc ahyss. Yet a flearful fascination

rivetIt my eyes ulpon lhe scelle, tili 1 becane conlscionis of a, senlsa-
tion of giddtincss;, scarcciy 1 dareti make Uhc motion necessairy for
ttirningý instinctively 1 stoopeil, altiîough Utic broati slab aflbrtict
jiothing for Ile to grasp, anti îy reatiers liati nearly escapeti mnuch
injudicicus scrilbii, %vlieil 1 reccoliecteti ai anecdote, icati-
e Il "Look aloft, you lubber," anti cast îny eyes towvard the sum-
mit. There stood iny conipanion, ratier surpriseti at iny qiuad(rui-
peti propensities, anti 1 iastencti to follow blis exanîple ini admniring
the sublime Productions of nature fromn a Safer position.

A hcrniit, disgnisteti with the wvorld, aiI anxious to try the ex-
perimenit of solitude uipon lus disposition, shouiti choose titis verv
spot.. Nothing can be fardier separatcti froin a-il the associations
of liaux lue. -Neither gl,-oomly Cave, ilor unlinhab11itct lad 11mom

rcinde(l forest, coulti so perfcctly assure hinii a dreary am] disima
lnclincss. On earth "one objeet %vou.ld reminti hinm of home or

frientis; some w.varlliing bird woulti awaken az softeci feelinig;
seine opciiimg flowcer or ciingii vine would eall tp tlîoughits of


