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sarily liolicyholders, Is Vhe original act
shewved that po>icyloller's were not
necessarily memubers, as is- generally
undert'stood. It vould be interesting to
know how of ten the 37 hlause of chapter
161 whicht nakes 33.2 nents lier annîuml
the loweit rate a inutual conpany. may
take upon first-clase, isolated, non-
hazardous property-at law' which, had it
been followed, would have secured the
stability of many of these companies, and
would have afi-ordedl valuable hints to our
general llerwriters ns to tariffE, it being
an authoritative establishment of schedule
rating, ab it dectres that ' the minimum
rate of insurance shall be increasedrela-
tively vith the increased risk."

At tbe time of the enactmaent (chapter
162) to secure uniforn conditions in
Policies o Fire Insurance we made refer-
ence ta thei in articles which were
ackovlelIgeîl to he valiable and just. It
is our intention agiain ta refer to 'l in
a future issue. Tle nîost beneficial Act,
if not the only one in the Manual, is iu

Chapter 129 : to secure to wives and
childiren the bpnpfit of assurance on the
lives of their husba nds and parents." It
would, however, be difficult ta estalblisli a
a case of fraud upon creditors under this
Act.

AiRCTIC EXPLORATIO1S.

The Ministerial journals publish the
report of a recent interview at Ottaiva,
in vhich Sir Leonar'd Tilley referred to
Commander Cheynu's scheme to reach
the North Pol8 hy balloon, a subject
ta whicuh we should scarcely have felit it
necessarý to cail attention but for the
very extr'aorlinary conclusion of the
notice of the report, wLhich is as follows:
"1 think it probable that he, Commander

Cheyne, vill try to interest Parliarnent
in the sch'eme and endeavor Io obtain a

"vote of noney, but i atn not so sanguine
" about h s success in that direction."
Had the foregoing renark appeared in
any but a ministerial journal, ive sbould
have doubted its aut.henticity, as it must
be obvious that Sir Leonard Tilley hiînseli
as Ninister of Finance would have ta
þring clown to the Commons the Gover-
nor General's recomiendation for such a
vote of money as that ta which he refers.
It is to be inferred that at present, at all
events, the ministry, ai at least Sir
Leonard Tilley, is not prepared ta recom.
mend a vote of money, for he stated with
reference to the scheme: " I have my

own doubtà as ta its feasibility, but he
sets it forth in a very plausible man-
ner.o Commander Cheyne's object in

delivering his lectures, one of which Sir
Leonard Tilley has himself heard in Eng

land and which he tliinks people here
would all attend if they only kiev how
interestiic théy are, is ta obtain such an

expression of public opinion as Lvili secure
for his scheine a vote of public money.
The vhocle affair las the appearance at
least, of a, desire on the part of Sir
Leonard Tilley ta evade his responsibility
as a Minister of the Crowvn. He evidently
doces not think that pecuniary aid should
be given ta Commander Cheyne, but it
may.be inferred that he will not be sorry
if such pressure shoulil be brought to
fbear' on the Governiont as vould eniable
it, without running counter ta public
opinion, ta recominenl pecuniaryaid ta a
schemeý the fetsibility of which he does
not himisell believe in,

Liv STCo Exc'ioiTs.-Tihe fullowing table
gives Lhe exiorts of' live stock and dfressed
mnea t h t'ie li >i ilipal pIrts of Uanlada and
the United Suites durci'iig 1881:
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f the Halifax Cattile exporis a siall Iortion
was slaughtered and shipped as dressed be cf.

SUGAR BOUNTIES.

To the déitor of Tmo JoUaNAiL OP CoMMERarcE.
Suit -It seems toleratblv certain that sugar

reftineries in Nova Scotia vill be unable to com-
pete with those in Moitireial.fbr the supply of'the
Provinces of Quelbec and Ontarioi and it is'

dioibtfii vhiehe r the local denand will:be
suffieni5it to yield a profil. The question is being
discutssed vhether the Goverimeit is preliare
to briig the, raibek clhuse in the tagriff into
oferi tion. and if so how the precise aniount of
dracwback on sugar is to be niscertained. IL is

fvell kmn ' I ait our sugar refiners maintained
thit Ile pra' iical effec t of tie Uiiited Siates
dranhack vas to give a louiinty on (Xpcortation
sufficienit Io prevenit the ailfan refineris f'roin
.w'orkinig. lin ouder 10 counitervail iliat bointy
thlie present tariff reqlires the Ad taloreni duty
to bc piaid on the llong jrice " in the foreign
mairket, and ic is highly improbable that in a
irotectironist cou niry likce Ilhei Uniii ted States
lhe imirt of uigar on vhiich a buuitiiy in the

form of' a lraw ik huis been paid by the
Uinifdian Goveriiiiient will i be perniittiel. Cai
Ilbeu Cruian re'ined sugar bietu t w'i ithout
a bounty ? If ol, can lice Nova Scoiii rWinéries
be maiitiained with advaitage to their shareliol-
ders?

Yours, &c.,
I NQUIRE R.

Rnitis.-We should bc very glad indeed
if soie oie practically acqiuainted wilh, ilie
snbject would explain the mode of arriving at
the proper drawbacki on the export of sugar. It
is an opel secret that slibstances sucli as glu-
cose are ised by the refin'rs, aiid as Ilie diiies
vary according to lae color of ithe sugar by
the Dulch Staidatir., it mlust be rather a *dilli-
cult matter to ascertain lie precise amolint of
duty piid on 100 Ibs. of refineel suigir necessar-
ily made froim varios grades of.tlie ran' mater-
ial. There is a desire on the part of our refiners
to try the experiient of exportîing. It w'ill be
necessary f'or the Government to decide as to the
airiOint of drawback to bc alow'd, and, 'hat-
ever their decision may b', ive venture to
piredict <lat il il 'e iinpulgned.-iu. J. or C.

FIRiS RECORD-INSURANCE.
ONTARIO.

Iqersol, Dec. 20 Fire in cariage factory
of Suitierliand & Siggins, onvied by Mrs. fIlyke;
siipîosed iiueenifairy. irs. Dykle's loss $600,
no iisuraice: Suiherhind & Sigins, $2,400,
insured ii British Aiierica flor S1,000, and
Sutitherlanil's loss on ouils iiinunn, insured
foi $100; Kerr, los uniikiovtI, no0 inislrancei
Campbell & Ross, loss unîîknîo wl, no insilrnLlice.

ig.yville Jan. "f-rii' ck buildinîg of E. R.
Shiiley diestroyed ; loss $2,000, insured in
Sandirdi 'a' foSi S,i M suipposed inicendiary.
Cobcn', 3.,- Uliyersity loel, owned by, E. D.
Orde, oceuiiied by W. J. Ubiaw desiroyed;
loss Sn furniture $3,000, lîouîse ý3000, insured
but ilaonilt unkilnoîw n, Napu !, oe.-
Ullice of A. Toomîîey destroyed, loss $2,500, no
incsliuraice. Wullan ' Jai. 3.-L.-osses by

Ihis lire are is toilows: Wiin Ziîîk$I, 00, A.
lceagie 'ti2.000, Jines Durlmuin 0, J.

.M'îner S1 500,- Ourry & Waoolnociuuglh $3000,
L. Durl iuiiiun $1300, George Brown los sgliht,
J. i Giring $200, D. (. Helmes >2,-500. Total
lass is aboutit, $17,000; imostly ail have sonie
insurance. ubbiii' l/, 1 i.- rn of' John
Gault, loss S2,000, iiisiiaîice not .1kiown.
Windscr,.-.\merican Iotel daîmaged to about
$4,000 by fire and wuer; caulse defectii'e lie,
loss covered .by insirance. Sit'ch's Falls, 7.-
Woolen factmy of Fostei & Ward damnaged
by fire. lues *3,000. SIeictritl/e, 1I. Residence
of J. Sitt biuried lo the grouind ; lues $4,500,
insuraice fo' $2,000 iin Royal. (ollL'iqvood,
li-Residlence of J. C nhamberlain entirely con-
sumed ;.foss $62, insured for $225 in Liverpool
and London and Globe, Napaiee, l.-Resi-
dence ut Mr. toick ell destroyed.

St. Saîveurîa, Dec 29.-arin o, Mr Tozer,
containing lai'ge qiantity hày and oats cause
unkno'n. Hntreal, 3f.-Fire in shoe esiabfish.
ment of P. Hemmond & Co. damage several
huindred.dolldrs, covered by insuranc.'i
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