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interest with the others regarding
thexu.

Careless glanced at the chief, who
smiiled back at him grirnly. ne hadi
heard the jingle of coin ini the cow-
bcoy>s pocket, and was no'fool at
that stage of the g"ame to mar finan-
cial possibilities througli overliaste in
anger. The others were scowling and
a heavy, swartliy f ellow witli a red
kerchief at his throat moved over anai

troduction'she bowed in a frien<
way, and, motioning him to sit do
while she placed lierseif opposite, p
ceeded to inspect hlm thoroughly
the -vital, clear-cut face with its pov
of eye and the lithe, graceful, bui
skinned form. Ris frank admirati
ev'idently bothered lier flot; a bit, a
she met it at length with a little
lier own that was quite as frank.

She was nimeteen or twenty, prc
ably, with f eàtures inexpressilj
cliarrning in tlieir natural invitatio
darc witli a clear skin and a cloud
hair, and of medium heiglit, thoul
qneenly even in lier unfasliioned ski-
The inasterly, passionate turn of t
lips seemed to haunt the whole fa(
and the eyes gleamed out at times wi
just the slightest frown.

"So you're a cowpuncher," she i
terrogated in a somewhat hars
thougli ricli, voice when her inspe
tion had subsided. 'Ton mayn't E
wus hev been that thougli, hev you'

Careless shook bis head retrospe
tively, iu the manner of one Inokir

ulul, uuere<i in ingli, shrill toues,«'Ere's Mag 1"
It was the immediate signal to the

circle about to fall into waiting aud
silence.

-A moment later and the rider liad
corne up snd dismounted witli a leap,
displaying in the twitching, tongued
haîf-liglit a three-quarter skirt and a
comely form. Then having loosed
bier horse with the celerity of long
practice she moved over to the lire,
wliip in hand.

Met witli a jargon of greetings and
qnestions she stood staring arou.nd at
them and blinking an extremely
lovely pair of eyes at the liglt-then
lier glance suddenly feU on Careless
aud darted back to the others with


