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we paid—or there was paid, to make it meet the views 
of the hon. gentlemen opposite more correctly—$96,945. 
On salt $21,992 duty was paid. This is rendered free by 
the Mills’ Bill. I am sorry to find, as I hoped would be 
the case from the first copy of the Bill that came to me, 
that potatoes were not included amongst vegetables. I 
am sorry to find there is a doubt as to whether the term 
" vegetables not specially enumerated ” will not exclude 
potatoes. In grappling with this policy of making the 
natural products of the two countries free, you do not 
expect any person who wants to carry a Bill to put a heavier 
load upon his shoulders than he is able to carry, lest he 
may break down and do nothing. You expect him to 
take it in detail, and, as I believe, you will find the policy 
contained in this Bill of making those natural products 
of Canada free, carried out until you have perfect freedom 
of intercourse between the natural products of Canada 
and the United States of America. Of wool we sent last 
year 1,319,309 lb. of one kind, and a variety of other kinds, 
upon which a duty was paid to the extent of $183,852. 
Now, as I say, on articles of prime importance and interest 
to Canada the removal of duty by the Mills' Bill amounts 
to no less than $1,800,193. You will be glad to hear that 
I do not intend to detain the House any longer. In dis­
charge of the duties—the very onerous and important 
duties—of one of Her Majesty’s plenipotentiaries at that 
conference, I have steadily kept in view what in my heart 
and judgment I believed were the best interests of Canada. 
In the measure which I have the honour to submit to this 
House, I believe will be found embodied a Bill which it 
is of the most vital importance to Canada to pass. As 
it stands to-day the Government of the United States 
have only my signature to sustain the course that has 
been taken. I was not there as the representative of the 
Government of Canada, nor can my signature to the treaty 
necessarily imply the approval and support of even the 
Government of Canada. I occupied on that occasion the


