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lesser temptations, it was possible to avoid some of the pitfalls
into which the older nation had fallen, by developing the civic
spirit it recently had displayed. Less demanded, but not
less needed, was an abatement of the speculative fever, less
engrossing preoccupation with corner lots and wheat crops ;
but unless the preacher and the teacher and the midnight
stars worked conversion, that did not seem likely to come
about until success in the task of exploiting the country's
riches had brought leisure, or hard times had brought repent-
ance and plain living and high thinking.

THE HARVESTING

After nearly fifty years of striving the Dominion had
no need to fear the accounting. The two oceans had been
linked in triple bands of steel. The waste places had been
filled, and prosperity brought to the native-born and the
swarming immigrants from oversea alike. The farmer had
fought a good fight, against nature’s caprice and market
forces beyond his sway, and won. The miner and the lumber-
man had mapped out the New World’s riches over wide areas,
and had brought their development to a high pitch. The
fisherman, if not always keeping pace, had yet a notable haul
to show. The manufacturer had developed enterprise and
energy in the effort to give Canada an all-round development.
National unity had wonderfully grown. There had been
failures, mistakes of policy, triumphs of selfish short-sighted-
ness over a broad sense of the common weal. There was still
many a gap in development, many an acre to till and shaft
to sink, many a problem of uneven and too self-satisfied
material prosperity wherewith to grapple. But the men of
the past and the men of the present could look to the accom-
plishment in fullest confidence, trusting that the men of
Canada’s to-morrow will be no less courageous and no less
self-sacrificing than the men who have helped to make Canada
to-day the world's fairest land of promise.
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