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of the world’s whole culture. She is not only
supremely influential today in many of the arts,
but has achieved a mental mastery of all of
them. And if all European nations had to perish
except one, and that one were to be chosen for
being best fitted to continue civilization as a

whole, why, that one would be France.

HER CULTURE

[f you ponder this comment and conclusion,
which is not miné¢ alone, you will begin to see
why it is that, from the Middle Ages down, the
grasp of France on the culture of the World
has been so steady and commanding. France
assembles all culture and lives it. Read the
novels of Anatole France. He is not the great-
est novelist that ever lived. But in the works
of what English and German or Russian nov-
elists will you find so full a transmission to fu-
ture times of all the culture that the world has
lived so far ?

Rightly, therefore, did Henry de Bornier

hoast “ Every man has two countries—his own

and France.”




