
PREFACE

In writing this preface to Vol. Ill of “Canada 
Xin Flanders” I am saying good-bye to my task as 

author of the first two volumes. The increasing 
pressure of other duties has made it impossible for 
me to pay those prolonged visits to the Front which 
alone keep a writer in vivid touch with the con
stantly developing realities of modern war, or to 
spare the time for the proper study of the historical 
material. Under these circumstances it seemed 
better to retain the Editorship of “Canada in 
Flanders,” but to hand over the story of the Somme 
to the practised pen of Major Charles G. D. 
Roberts, who was present with the Canadian Corps 
during that Autumn Campaign.

But in doing this it is necessary to make good 
as far as possible the errors and slips which have 
come to light and been pointed out by the critics 
in the text of Vol. II.

As in the case of Vol. I., the majority of the 
mistakes is in the misspelling of names or the con
fusion of identity between officers with the same 
surname. I particularly regret the mistake by which 
the leadership of the advance orT the lost craters at 
St. Eloi on the night of April 6th is ascribed to 
Lieutenant V. P. Murphy, of the 25th Battalion, 
instead, as it ought to have been, to Lieutenant
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