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balTadors and inferior minifters, the comineVce o{

private fubjefts, the grounds ofjuft war, the rtiu-

tual duties of belligerent and neutral powers, the

limits of lawful hollility, the rights of conqueft,

the faith to be obferved in warfare, the force of an

armiftice, of. iafe-condudls and paflports, the na-

ture and obligation of alliances, the means of

negotiation, and the authority and interpretation

of treaties of peace. All thefe, and many other

moft important and complicated fubjeds, with all

the variety of moral reafoning, and hiftorical ex-

amples, which is neceffary to illuftrate them, muft

be fully examined in this part of the leftures, in

which I fhall endeavour to put together a tolerably

complete praflical fyftem of the law of nations, as

it has for the laft two centuries been recognifed in

Europe.
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" Le droit des gens eft naturellement fondc fur

cc principe; que lesdiverfes nations doivent le

** faire, dans la paix, Je plus de bien, et dans Is

" guerre le moins de mal, qu'il eft poffible, fans

" nuire a leurs verirabfes intereis.

" L/objet de la guerre c*eft la viftoire ; cclui

' de la vidtoire la conqu^e ; celui de M. conquete

*' la confervation. De ce principe & du precc-

** dent, doivent derivcr toutes les loix qui formenc

" k drait des gens.
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