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country for ua. Wo arc no intruders liero : wo arc not hero by
the tolerance of any piuty

;
by the laws of the land, and by virtue

of our own laltors. and tliosc of our nation, we stand free and (mjuuI

among the favored iidiabitants of this confcdciacy.

Let us undeistand our duty and our position in Anieiiea. The
clearance of this continent, partly efTeeted by Irish hands, is tliu

greatest woik of these latter days. It is the only new feature in

the world's faee. Wonderful revolutions and inventions we have

had enough: but the most lasting change among nicn is the appa-

rition of a new world in the western waters. Felliuii forests and
j)lanting men, scattering cities through a contir^ent, and covering

savage seas, rivers and lakes, with navigated shifjs, this is the great

transpiring act of human enterprise. We live in the times of our

Tiieseus and Hercules, in the golden and adventurous ago of the

West. Two great families of men are in the American field, the

Teutons and the Celts. The English and Germans are of Teuton
origin ; the Spanish, Irish, French and Scotch, of Celtic origin.

Ea(!h. after its own peculiar genius, is doing its share of the New
World's work.

Numerically the Irish are increasing upon all the other divisions

of the population ; moially and religiously, also, they arc beginning

to g)Ow u))on the earlier emigrants. We have only to be true to

our creed, our country, and our children, and the European legend,

which called America Irdand it Mihla. will be translated from

the realm of legends into the woild of realities.

Gentlemen "of the second generation," do not accept English

accounts of the country of your ancestors. Do not mistake every

miserable Farcmtr for a reiu'csentative of Irish character. Read
the history of your ancestral island, by McGcoghegan

;
study its

present character in Banim, Griffin, or Carlton, in the "Collegi-

ans," or " the Poor Scliolar ;" ptudy its music in Moore; study its

creed here where it has raised its altars. If you want to know
what education has made of the men of your race, look at Burke,

Curran, and OConnell ; if you want to know what oppression may
bring to it, read the police reports of any great city. Cast up the

account of your fathers with the world, set forth what they ov,e it

and what it owes them, and tell me, do you not find a balance in

their favor ? You are heirs to their history
;
you are concerned in

their character
;
you have no choice but to acknowledge and stand

by us, or to pass through apostasy to a cheerless and unprincipled

prosperity.

Youth is the age of generous resolutions, and, in the filial duties,

its inclinations are generally right. If the first generation will be

wise and gentle and exemplary, the second will be dutiful, faithful,

and honorable ; the first must be right, if it would have the second


