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fell into the hands of tlie French general, xrho immediately sent a flag of

truce, desiring a conference with the governor.

iliey accordingly met, attended only by a small guard, in the center

between the lines ; when Monsieur Montcalm told the colonel that he was

come in person to demand possession of the fort, as it belonged to the

king his master. The colonel replied, that he knew not how that could

be, nor should he surrender it up, while it was in his power to defend it.

The French general rejoined, at the same time delivering the packet

mto the colonel's hand, " By this authority do I make the requisition."

The brave governor had no sooner read the contents of it, and was coii-

Tinced that such were the orders of the commander-ia-ehicf, and not to

be disobeyed, than he hung his head in silence, and reluctantly entered

into a negotiation.

In consideration of the gallant defense the garrison had made, they

were to be permitted to march out with all the honors of war, to be

allowed covered Wtigons to transport their baggage to fort Edward, and a

guard to protect them from the fury of the savages.

The morning after the capitulation was signed, as soon as day broke,

the whole garrison, now consisting of about two thousand men, besides

women and children, were drawn up within the lints, and on the point of

marching off, when great numbers of the Indians gathered about, and

began to plunder. We were at first in hopes that tliis -wns their only

view, and suffered them to proceed without opposiiion. Indeed, it was

not in our power to make any, had we been so inclined ; for though we

were permitted to carry oflF our arms, yet we were not allowed a single

round of ammunition. In these hopes, however, we were disappointed;

for presently some of them began to attack the sick and wounded, when

such as were not able to crawl into the ranks, notwithstanding they endea-

vored to avert the fui j of their enemies by their shrieks or gioans, were

soon dispatched.

Here we were fully in expectation that the disturbance would have

concluded ; and our Tittle army began to move ; but in a short time we

saw the front division driven back, and discovered that we were entirely

encircled by the savages. We expected every moment that the guard,

wliich the French, by the articles of capitulation, had agreed to allow us,

would have arrived, and put an end to our apprehensions; but none

appeared. The Indians now began to strip every one, without exception,

of their arms and clothes, and those who made the least resistance felt

the weight of their tomahawks.

I happened to be in the rear division, but it was not long before I

shared the fute of my compauioos. Three or four of the savages luid


