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obtaiiiod influence over his mind, ;in<l j)(Msone'l it

with some dishonest amhition. The wiles counte-

nance grew sad, and her manners constrained. It

is not known how far she was made acrjuainted witli

what was passinj^ between her husband and Hurr.

The object of Burr's conspiracy remains as much

a mystery as ever, whih' there is no doubt whatever

of its existence. Some su])p()sc that he intended to

possess himself of ISIexict) ; an enterprise h*ss absurd

than at first sight it ai)pears. There was great

liatred towards the Mexicans at that period,—the

period of agitation about the ac([uisition of Louis-

iana: thousands of citizens were ready -to march

down upon Mexico on any j)retcnce ; and it is cer-

tain that Burr was so amply provided with funds

from some unknown quarter, that he had active ad-

herents carrying on his business, from the borders of

Maine all down the course of the great Western

rivers. Another supposition is that he designed the

plunder of New Orleans, in the event of a war

with Spain. A more probable one is that he pro-

posed to found a great Western Empire, with the

aid of Spain, making himself its Emperor, ar.d

drawing off the allegiance of all the countries west

of the Alleghanies : and finally that, as a cover to,

and final substitute for other designs, he meant to

effect the colonization of the banks of the river

Washila. Such are the various objects assigned as


