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/ (liau t<i tliM KouUi, I'liiiiiuirta ^ulh tliu tuuiultuuuH rush
Jj 111 tliiwii wij hiu liuii^iiig on to lliu iiiirtli ttnU wuHt.

i\ And wUut umi li;ivu \su >ui iiuiUii <<1 UiiH K>'»ut advaiitugu

I ot' ijosliiiiur liltli! iii(lui.U UK >ui; but lliu Uigiiinliig litut

jjl
ia:uii uu»|ili'iiiu»ly ilili.'ii:il (ill, iiiiU tlilN aiiviiulitKU wkU Hud-

'II
(loui> uiiULniiv uiNivt'ly iiu'iuaMloiuHUltN wiilcUal tliu UihI

.'l glaucti u|ipt'iir lull ubiiiiiinliliiK and uvurwIioliiiitiK tur Uj-

i iiul. Til our fUhl liu> li vuht roiihuiiiiiit; couiiUy, uiruiiublu

'j ot buUi'ty
i

li'iiui lis I'll tuiiiHluiiruH 111! U|iulil» ot Kii|iplyiiig

i ItM own MaiitM; uiid liniu a hjiliit, iia), a uoci^SMlly ot accu-
^ luulatinu, aiwa^h hitkiiig, and iii,ilaiitly hIimjiLiIIix wlialr

uvor Wu liavi) 111 ollor. io our huutlt aim west, and uortli-

I
wusl, lit's an ii^iially vast (iiuauiiiig cuuutry, capalilu of

induniiHu I'Alcii.-K'ii; and Inmi a siiinl ol rt'SUess activity,

Uid uii uiiiiuuiirliulilu tliirst liir h'>>"i uiwayH jiioducint;

luid suiting III inolion llio uiiumuiaiiiuis ot us industry to

kupi^'ly llio iiii'osuii's ot llio cast, and rt'iuiving, um wo do,

III
In i-ulnru, inu varied nsulls ol moiliaiiiial skill. Wo liu

y ix^tttoin lUusu iixlioiiii'Si till) ueaicr tlmy aro bi'uuglit to
' ono aiuillii-r ttio greuier nam to Lotli, and tlio j;ri)ater

i' biiiiiiilaiii lo botli to ]iui'.>uu tlii'ii' imvssaut inti'iclmngu

II

ot rudu iiidusiiy uii lliu oiiu hand and caiiitul and sl\ill on
j< tilt) otliiu-. \\u know how ahtoiiinliin);ly tUu intlueuco ol

,{i rapid and unintoiuiitid L'uininuniculiou Letwuuu distant

n^uiiV's ot iiiitusiiy is diveiojiing IislII around uh; to
'{| wliuluvur counlry wo look, eMu.iiilis williiiut number start
'•, up ijetoi'u us III lesiiuiony ol ui<' iur and vigour wliiih is in-

:i
lUHud as siHin as lapidiiy and ihiI'icI Iruuuuui ol uouiuiuni-

ualiou IS eslutiUnlnd. iiesidts uiistii'tal advaulagool posi-

.'>! tioii, wu liavu InmieUiale uiid uncuuliolled uouiuiuniuutiou
}' witU lUosca, tliobitliway ol nations, W hea the east or the
.1 woHt lails us, or aio tonipuianly inciipablo ol relioviug us
'. of surplus jn'oduciiuiis, wu tan always lind oursolvos in a

butter posiimn than our western neigliliour, btjuiusu wu
aro nearer lo tbu uiarkcts abroad. And lastly, may vto

not look upon resourees vviUiiii oursulves? llavo wo not
iLu iKJWer o( iucreasint; tenlold lUu products Ol' our luiiius,

uur loresls, and our laruis.

I'bo reiuuun ol our country to tho North-Western and
Wehlern biates ol tbu Union is must reuiarkablu; and in
order to understand iliis liiiportuut (lueslion iu its widu
extent, you must laniitiariiiu youiselt with a luw general
truths wbiib a lilllu ijuiet rellecliuu will render almost
sell-evident. W bat bas led to tbu coustruetiou ol' thu
Sault ftie. .Maiie Laual. Vou will answer, tbu great mining
region ol LuKe superior—copper iu iue.\baustablu abuu-
daucu, ana iiun disuibuted in mouutaiu musses, iiot only
on Ibo slujivs ol tiial cold Iresb-waler sea, but profusely
scatteieu iuiuu,;bjui nortberu Micbigau and Wisoonsiul
I'Uiuk yun lluii the vast demand lor iron iu the new
North-wesiern Wuu .s will allow tUose rich mines of metal
to remain lulu. \\ ill ii bo cheaper to bring the coal of
Ohio and iilmois to Lbicago, >iiiwaukeu, buperior City, or
tako thu ore to the I'.asieru Slate.s, smelt it, manulauture
it, and lUeu send it back again to the b'.r west. Ao—tho
region ot iho great lakes will mauulaclure its own rail-

road iron as soon as speedy and cheap means of communi-
cation are opened out and maiutuiued. irom Chicago or
Milwaukee to the mining region ot Lako Superior, a railroad
ia now cuu'"mplaied, and a luw months on this continent
will teach you that to '"contemplate" in such matters
siguilies '• to construct." J<rom .Milwaukee to Copper-
range is about UoO miles, part of the lino runs through
tho richest iron region; and when all things are depend-
ant upon iron, thu south shore of Lake (superior must
soon hnd thai population and industry lor which it is so
remarkably adapiud ; and then lullows the north, the great
mineral ruoiou oi \\ usiern Canada, ilut look beyond the lakes
—see Iowa, Miunesota,\\ iscousinaud Illinois, what are they
to do w ith their surplus grainr Itmust all seek the lake ports.
It must bo stored wheio there is no prospect of growth
and termeutatiou taking place. The damp and warm voy-
age over tbu heated waters ot the liulf stream is impracti-
cable. Thu ^Mississippi and its allluent the Missom-i, are
useless in great part as avenues for the exportation of
Uiu wheat oi thu \»est. This has led to that wonderful
•tar-work oi railways which radiates li-om Chicago—tor, as
a general rulu, ail irathc follows the direction of a leading
UulUc. iixtendiug into the rich priuries of Illinois, In-
diana, Iowa and \> iscousin, not less than thirteen dittereut
railways radiate from Chicago, a city which has sprung up
an it were iu a night ; in ibio it had 4,47U inhabitants,
it now embraces b.i,uuu souls, an increase absolutely with-
out parallel on this continent, and yet a true reilection
of the commerce, industry and activity of the west, in

.lilie proportion, railways fram Milwaukee and from Ureen
iiay ramify into the interior. The same argument applies
tu tJie lake ports of Huron, St. Clair, and tirie, resulting

In thu general propoHltloii, that the region ot the Ciruui

Lako draws to liseii a iniglily iiaiiic wimb naturally be-

longs to other water sheds. Uiuu on thu lakes whilhur do
these aci uiiiiilationH U'lidf ^oii wiil answer to the fceu-

iKuird, lor Ihuiki consuuiption, or lor e.xporiatiou to (ireat

llriiain, Ireland, or the >Vesl Iniliu Islands, iiul iu seek-

ing the sea-Uiaid they havu lo liiid the easiest and speu-

dli'Sl lOUte III Ibi'lr descent lo llie rea level. ill iiUku

aupeiior, iiiike Mlibigan, and iiorlluiu parts of Lake
lluioii, evi^ry cargo oi western piodiuu is oiU luet above
the sea. It must be l>a down slip li> step until it reaches
Ibis uiiivi'isal level, 'ibis may lie eiucua by a short, sulu

and iMpul sti'|i, nearly in a strai^lil line, or it may hu
ellecliu by a tin uilous route, and by a long and ol'ttu

preiarious descent. No onu diiiil>is tual lliu more rapid
and sale ibe conimuiiicatiun beiweeii east and west, the
more sudden and elaslic will be Ibe ebb and bow of that
mighty coniiiieri'lal stieani whose lourse, ll wisely, tiiough
ever so gi'iiily uiierted in lliu Inst iiisiance, will soon
carry anay every obslruction and iiiipiUinienl to its jiei^

tecl livi'iloni. iNiiw look at \\l^It'rll I .iiiada, and see the
baniir winch this wedge-sbaptU connlry iniroduces U-
Iween the east and wesi; hiij>pily it is only a physical
barrier; lormerly it was al.so a pi'iiiicul and commercial
onu. As K physical barrier w nai has lii^^b an and generous
enlerpi ize Uone lo bring nean r to one another thu IruittuL

West and the insatiable cast. We li.i\e now In active opera-
lion the Ureal Western, (,l.ake iliiion and Ljike Uulario
at llainiltoii; and Mate ol Aew \ork at buspension
IJridge, 'SM miles,) the .Norlbi'rii liailway (Ijike Huron and
iiiike Unlario W> miles,; traversing Iho Uirrier; and the
V\elland Omul, (bake f.rie and iMitario,; letting down
Ihe produco of the west lo thu le>el ol i^uko Uutario,

without breaking bulk. Are tbese nit i s ot commuuica-
lion taxed to the lull; thu Welland I luwU thronged to thu
ulmost, answers lor itself; the Ureal Western iluilway

lor half its length as a mere preliii.iiia<^ .iicp, Las to tio

imniedialely doubled iu cap .ciiy by i»t uusoi a lew branch
trom Lonuon to Sarnia, wiili doniiie iiack tvoui Loudon lo

llainillon; the ^orthern, whirli a year ago was thought
lo be a Weak and exotic Uedgiliii:, has already taken wing
with a power and vigour inuicaino of great iuberuuk
strength; the Lake J lui on and iuniaio itnilway, the An-
glican name for the late Imllain, Lrantfoiu and iiuderlcb

Kailway (liiike iirio to Lakeiiuion Km miles, 6:,i uow open,;

will be Unished in a iwelvenionib; the Urand Trunk
which stretches its lo.t; uiigtb ibmii^h ihu centre of the
most lerlile part of >V ^-i rn Lan:iija, and thunce onward
to the sea, will soon -djite the uji|er lakes with the At-
lantic; and yut all these connec.iiig links lietween tho
west and east will bo insuliuieul to serve that vast com-
murciai expansion which ire^ids so rapidly upon, and tills

to repletion the preseiil artilicial means oi communiuatiou.
There ai'e additional slupenduous works in "uontempla-
tiou." li'irst, a ship cuual connecting Ueorgiun Jiay, liia

northern part of Lake iluroii, with i.ake Ontario at To-
ronto, feecond, a ship canal connecling the head of Lake
Huron by the route of l^jike Mppissiug, with tho Ottawa,
and thunce with the sea or f.aKu Ontario, Third, tliu

Great Southern Hallway, establishing a third lino of cjm-
municatiou between the headoi I^ku i:.riuaud therviagara
iUver. lou may well smilu at the inlerprelaiion g<veu to

the word "contemplate" with us, ^ei mink that all the
railways just named were only "cuuteuipiaied" some tliruu

or four years ago, and ui'w they may he said to be con-
structed, fco iu five years to come you will hud that vast
change to liave occurred iu relaiion lo lhe.se new piojevls,

whicn the wonderful growth of the ureal V> est is now foro-

iug upon our utlention. \Miale\er each succeediug year
is doing for the Ureal West it is doing lor Lauada. it is

not ouly increasing population by ine inllux of sirungers,
to a degree totally unpiu'alleled, but opening out new
fields 01 euterprisu, una establishing new centres of in-

dustry, where hve years before exisied desolate and uu-
inhabiied wilds. J^very mine opened on the soutli shore
of Lake superior, benuhts us on account of our geographi-
cal position ; and whatever may be said ot the prospective
Wealth and importance of that extensive mineral region of

our neighbours may lie said with eijual couhdeuce of our
own. bo with respect to every aduiilouai acre cultivated
iu Iowa or Minuesuta; it adds its miiu to the tratiic which
is tilliug to excess every avenue of commuuication we have
opened between the west and east ; and our future difiicuity

will be to keep pace with the increase of those accumuiar
tions which will seek to be set in motion from the commer-
cial centres of the north-westeru lakes. It will be well to

examine iu as brief a manner as possible, the present as-

certained commerce of the lakes, iu order to see if our wt-
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