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a mile of the town, where he lodges with his army. His pretence CHARLES

is to hinder our landing in thofe parts, and to that purpofe defired 1(^27.

them not to find it ftrangc if he built a fort in thofe parts. 1 his,

and the flop he makes of all manner of provifions from coming into

the town, hath fo alarmed the Rochellcrs, that they prefently fent

unto me, to acquaint me theicwith, praying me to give them my

advice what was fittell to be done, and to lend them 500 French

that were in the army, to help them to fcize upon that place, and

to 'fortify it, which I did accordingly, and furniflied them with arms

to that purpofe, thereby to haften their engagement, and aflure my-

fclf of thofe men upon all occafions. And now I underftand, by

other deputies that are come to me, that they are in hand with that

work, which will be, within a few days, in a ftatc of defence, unlefs

they be hindered by the enemy, which is like enough to fit flill,

until he receives new forces out of Poiilou j and by that time I

hope they will be fufficiently provided for him. It remains now

that I put your Lordfliip in mind of our prefent condition, which is

fuch, as, without a fpeedy fupply, will not only difable us from gain-

ing any thing upon the enemy, but hazard the making good of

what we have already got. Your Lordfliip knows what fmall forces

we brought with us, which cannot chufe but be much diminifhed,

having met with fo many ways of confumption, whereof the moft

dangerous is now at hand (the vintage). For the fupplies that are

to come out of Ireland, I have rather hope than confidence in that

fuccour, which depending upon fo many, and thofe fo uncertain

ways, there is little aflurance to be given to it. Therefore I in-

treat your Lordlhip to haften the other out of England, and to give

order that thofe foldiers that are appointed for recruits only, may
have no particular officers for their conduit, but that the fame offi-

cers which (hall be appointed for the new companies, may alfo take

charge of the recruits till their arrival, that fo the recruits may be

difpofcd of to their true end, which is the reinforcement of the

former
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