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diately after having received absolution. This n^itigation ot
the form of punishment gave but little consolation to the great
body of petitioners, who had been anxious for the pardon of the
youth

:
it was looked upon as ali-iraportant, however, by the

Prince de L\gne, who, as has been before observed, was ex-
quisitely alive to the dignity of his family.
The Bishop of Bayeux and the Marquis de Cr^qui visited the

unfortunate youth in prison. He had just received the com-
munion in the chapel of the Conciergerie, and was kueelinw
before the altar, listening to a mass for the dead, which was
performed at his request. He protested his innocence of any
intention to murder the Jew, but did not deign to allude to the
accusation of robbery. He made the bishop and the Marquis
promise to see his brother the prince, and inform hun of this
his dying asaeveration.

Two other of his relations, the Prince Rebecq-Montmorency
and the Marshal Van Isenghien, visited him secretly, and of-
fered him poison, as a means of evading the disgrace of a public
execution. On his refusing to take it, they left him with high
indignation. " Miserable man !

" said they, " you are fit only
to perish by the hand of the executioner !

"

The Marquis de Cr6qui sought the executioner of Paris, to
bespeak an easy and decent death for the unfortunate youth.
" Do not make him suffer," said he ;

" uncover no part of him
but the nock ; and have his body placed in a coffln, before you
deliver it to his family." The executioner promised all that was
requestod, but declined a rouleau of a hundred louis-d'ors which
the Marquis would have put into his hand. " I am paid by the

king for fulfilling my office," said he; and added that he had
already refused a like sum, offered by another relation of the

Marquis.
The Marquis de Cr6qui returned home in a state of deep afflic-

tion. There he found a letter from the Duke de St. Simon, the

familiar friend of the Regent, repeating the promise of that

prince, that the punishment of the wheel should be commuted
to decapitation.

" Imagine," says the Marchioness de Cr^qui, who in her

memoirs gives a detailed aeooi'ni of this affair, "imagine what

we experienced, and what was our astonishment, our grief, and

indignation, when, on Tuesday, the .^6th of March, an hour

after midday, word was brought us that the Count Van Horn
had been exposed on the wheel, in the Place de Grfive, since

half-past six in the morning, on the same scaffold with the

Piedmontese de Mille, and that be had been tortured jirevious

to execution 1
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