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law, and to estei^n (he Ilj^litest word spoken by Illm us more
precious than jrold; to (hink of lliin as ordainin<; nothint; in whi«rh

Jle was not forever present, never inovinjf in the sphere of form and
ceremony, but in that of intense solemn reality. In short, to exalt

<Jhri8t is to lower the man who is sent, in the jfreatiiess of the (Jod

who sends him; to ma«fnily the thing done, rather tliau tlie earthly

doer thereof.

On a former occasion 1 set before you the g'racious work of the Holy
Spirit on the (church a( larj^e. invijroralinj^ it w ith new life ; bestowiiiff

on it both miraculous powers and spiritual j^races; endowiii}^ the

Sjicranients with the jfltl of Ills Presence; and so making (he one

to become, when ri<i:h(ly r«Mu'ived. the ordinary (channel of our new
IJirth. and the odier (he m(>aiis whereby we rec.«'ivc the Lord's Body
and liloo<l: inspirin<>' fallible men with the power to reveal new and
Divine TriKh; commissioninic his servants to declare that Truth, and
validly to perform spiritual funcfions. Hut beside this j^eneral <ii(t (o

theChurchat larjife,(he Holy (Jhost carries on in the hearts of the faith-

ful a work lea«lin;^ to their \)erso!ial sanctilication and sjdva(ion. On
this work I now d«!sire <'hi(!t1y to speak. And I wish yon all to observe

distinctly, that when I inajfiiify the Sacrament which Christ appointe(l,

1 neither attribute to it a superstitious cliarni, nor wish to exalt it

abov(! the dignity whi«*h tin* inspired writer ascrib(!s to it. much less

would 1 deny the necessity of that c(mtinual life-long work of grace

in the soul, of which the Sa«'rament is both (he sign and the seal.

Our Lord's illustration in (he text is taken from the natural world.

This is His condnual habit, to dwell on, and to spiritualize what wo
call nature; but which is not a power apiirt fr«»ni (Jod, but (rod's own
handiwork : for not only is t he ( rod of Nature also the ( iod of grace, but

his work in (be one sphen' is analogous to his work in the other. A
very simpleiilementary truth. one wouI<lsupp<>s(n yet how much forgot-

ten, misunderstood. misrepn^scMited. Howmanyfals<'princii)les would

have beenavoided in ancient and modern times.ifmen hadonly believed

(as Scripture teaches) that (rod woiks in gracct as he works in na-

ture, making allowance for the ditlerenl subjet^ls on wliicli he works,

anddieditlerent pui'p(»s<'s He has in view. When (Jod works In Nalun^

He works on Matter: it has no jjower to resist his will ; it forms sueli

(combinations as he directs, and is snliject to such laws as he imposes.

But wImmi He wtM'ks in (irace. He works on Mind, to which H(^ lias

vouchsafed a likeness in immortal being and altriltutes to Hin»<elf: to

which He hasgivena power denied to Matter— the power to reflect, to

compare, to will, to love, to hate, nay to work wit h or to resist, for itsown
good, or its own undoing. ( )nmipotence itself. Thedestiny of Matter

is made for it. The <lestiny ofmiiitl. (he mind makes fori(self; though

whenever it works tor goocl it must Ijc aided and m'>ulded by the

plastic power of a higher, wiser, nobler mind. And yet some


