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l^ut we must lot tho fTnivorsalist sinjak for liinisclf. He says that^
tho soul is punished here for sin. ami that Iho [(uni.slitnont is ooniph'ted w
hereafter, and, wljf-n jiustico is satislifd, tlio soul is adniittod into
Heaven. But I ask him mIkmv doe.s he get his information 1 :N"ot

from Sei i])ture, as we sliall sec presently ; and not from exj)erience,

for I would ask him, does punishment reform the sjiirit ? AVas there
ever a spirit regenerated in the workl by mere i>unishment? I main-
hiin there was not. rnnisjnnent may deter from crime through fear,

hut that is all. 'J'he soul is unntlected hy it. Take one of our Kock-
head eriminals

;
tell him, as you liberate him, that there is to be no

further punishment of rri/.'ir, and wjfth what result? This: that he
would now give full scope to liis wieked nature, and the lust state of
that man would be worse than the first.

So Avith souls in the Universal ist's Heaven. A Heaven lilled with
tho souls of such men—with elmmcters unehanged from their C(uuli-

tion on earth, is not the Paradise of the blessed. And thus I nniin-

taiu, whatever it may l)e, it is ]iot a doctrine of common .sense.

There is one othi-r argument used and urged against the commoidy
received doctrine of eternal i)unishment. It is this: *' How caii

(Jod,"they say, "being a God of love and benevolence, permit a
large projjortion of the immortal .souls of the world to be punished
forever in the misery and woe of everlasting death?" " How can
thi.s be 1

" To this I can give no reply. How can it be, is a question
which man will perhaps never be able to answer, not even when wo
come to know " eirn as we are known:' JJut I can tell you how
aome of the human race may be made su})remely ha[)py throughout
eternity, i.e., in the enjoyment of the companionshii) of God and
Christ, and the good and godly of all agaa—fipj^arate from all evil and
xhi, and erll and sinfid mm, and the way to this is open to all through
.Testis (Jhrist. There is, however, one condition on which alone tho
ITniversaliat'-s doctrine may be made true in th(,' futurf>, hy all men
roming unto the Lord Jesus ! AVould God Ave could dream of such
a glorious consummation of the Avorld !

In one Avord, by the generally received doctrine, some can be
made happy, though some Avho deserve it shall be f(jrever punished.
On the doctrine under consideration (as shown) you sul)ject all to the •

wretchedness already pointed out.

As to the number.>3 .saved and the numbers lost, Ave have nothin^^ to


