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Hon. Sir 'MACKENZIE BOWEL'L-WhO
Is to bave the appointiuent of the Clerk, the

Sergeant at Arms, and the Usher of the
Black Rod ln future? In the past it bas

been done by tue government. Wlll the

appointments ln future be In the bands of

the government or relegated to, the Senate?

-Hon. -Mr. SCOTT-The practice In the

future will be as it bas been iu the past

Tbe Clerk of the Senate is outside of the

commission, just as the deputy bead ls.

He ranks as a dcputy head, and so far as

the Black Rod Is concerned, althougb lie

,wouid bé appolnted by the goyerament If a

vacancy were to occur, that would go un-
der tbe recommendatiofi of the commission,

subject, of course, to the approval of tbe
Senate.

Hon. -'%r. FERGUSON-The ameadment

suggested by the bon. senator f rom De

Salabcrry may cover the .-round; but 1 arn

flot sure of the effect the word 'prece-
dence' wii bave.

Hon. Mr. BEIQUE-M.Ny suggestion Is

tbat the words used should be 'rank and

precedence.'

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-I doubt wbetber
wc bave any order as to, precedence, and

if we bave not, that word would flot bave
a very distinct meaning.

Hon. Mr. SC4JTT-Tbcre is an unwrltten
meaning.

Hon. Mr. FEiRGUSON-The wboie tbing
turns on clause 35, but 1 arn not sure. Wle
ougbt to get a very good opinion on that
point.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Wý%e will have a ,full
report, 1 hope, before the House rises.

Hon. Mr. FERGUgON-MIy suggestion II
not so mucb as to what the Contingenciec
Committee will do, but that we sbould gel

good legai opinion to know wbcre our offi
cers stand?

Hon. Mr. LÂNDRY-Get an opinion froir
tbe Mînister of Justice.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-fle will tell ut
that we know ourselves.

committee would be guided by bis opinion.
I wish to direct attention to tbe latter part

of this clause. It says:

And with respect to the officers, cierks and
employees -of the library of parliament, and
to, such other officers, clerks and employees as
are under the joint contrai of both Houses of
parliament, shall be, taken by both Houses of
parliament by resolution.

Tbat applies to the joint Committees on
PrInting and on tbe library. It seems there,
tbat you must get thc two Houses to afSS
a resolution, and It mlgbt be rather dîffi-
cuit to, get that. I do not move an nmend-

ment, but I suggest an ameadirent that I

* think would meet tbe case. When paria-
ment is in session, If a reasonable propo-

sition is made, you can get a resolution
of botb Houses; but if parliament is

not sItting, and It is necessary to, deai

witb the staff of the Library or the Prînt-
ing Bureau there does flot semn to me. to,

be any means under tbe Bill as it stands
now to deal witb them, and 1 suggeflt to

add at the end of the clause : 'Or If such

"action is rcquired during the reccss of

Parliameait by tbe Governor ia Council,
subject to, the ratification of the two Housas
at thc next ensulng session.'

non. Mr. SCOTT-I do not apprebctad
any difficnity.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-
Would not tbat be In direct conflict with
the object of this clause? As 1 uuderstand
it. this clause is inserted In the Bill for

the purpose of continulng la the Senate
and In tbe Flouse of Commons ail the

powers and autborities tbey bad In the past
to deai wlth questions of this kind, and

wlti questions affecting tbe Commlttee on

*Printing and the Library, there must be

joint action. If tbey couic to, the conclusion

9 that they cannot agree, Uic Governor la
Council sbould act; but I do not tbink

flint any confict bas ever occurred la con-
nection wltb cither of these committees,

and, consaquently, I can sec no possible

object ln tbe suggcsted ameadment. On

the contrary, I should think it lnadvlsable
to adopt auy clause wbicb would take from

i the Senate any of is powcrs anid autborlty
that It bas excrclsed In thc past.

Hon. Mr. POWER-Our own law clerk 1Hon. Mr. POWER-Having been on the

bas studied the matter carefuily, and the Library Committee for some 30 years, 1

1623


