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the legai p~rofession, that possession is nine
points of tise iaw; and aveu though by tise letter
of tise treaty, Dyea je in Canadian territory, tise
fact rarnains tisat tromi tisse immemorial Dyea
was lu the posseso o! tieRsia, d in 1867
it passed jute ',he bands ot the Arncri.:aus, -rd
It has been heid in tiseir hande. uver sinca. Now,
I wiii flot racriniinate bers; tisis is flot tise trne
nwr thse occasion- for doing so; but so, far as I arn
aware no I.rotest hasý ever bean etntered agaitiat
the occupation of t)yea by -tise Arnerizan autisori-
ties ;and when the American autisuritte-s are lu
posseslsoit of that strip of territory un thse sea
wilch bas Dyea as Its harbour, succeedlng the
possession by Russians from trne immemoriai,
It becornes mniflest to everybody that this
moment wve cannot dispute liseir possession,
and tisat betore tiseir posse7son can be dlspiited
thse question must be deterrnued by a settiemeut
of thse questions iuvolved lu tise treaty. Under
sur-h circurnatantes, Dyea was prsctlcaliy lu
Arnerican tcrritory-at ail evencs, lu possession
of the Arnericans suad, :isarcforti, if we hail
undertaken to isuild a ralway trorn Dyca Io tise
Yukon country, we wouid bave be.su placed at tisa
mercy et tise Amnerican authoriti.s witis regarC to
tbe bouding privilege. We would bave been ln
this position, tisat tisougis we had built a rail-
way, tise ocean terminus of tisat raiiway was not
lu our owu couutry, and we could flot send a ton
or a pound of gooda over tisat rallway unleas we
bad thse permission of tise American autisorities.
If we isad bilit tise rallway by Dye:î. wseu wvo
carne to Dyea we would have corne to aun.-
eau purz, aud, according to tue law ot nations,
we could net isave eutered a ton of înerehaudi.'t
or a pound of food witbout sub1sctinq., ours,-,ve'5
to tise ne(cessity ut payiug dut-1, If tise AmsrJcafls
refused to bond tise goods.

Commenting on this Mir. Taylor said:

I sisall nmake ne allusion te tise Arnerican
occupation or to tise Russian occupation, wisich
my aisle colleague wili isaudie, but I sirnp]y want
to reter to tise fact tisat down as late as tise'
making of thse speech ut Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
fromi wici I have juat rexd-

Sir Edwin Carson-Tisat la 1898.
Mr. Taylor-I wiil not trouble to read tise

speecb again, but dowu to 1898, tise Prime Min-
Ister of Canada standing in tise parliament of
his nation, vitis ail tise responsisilty of bis
great offce, declared te bis owu people that; fromi
time immernorlal thse Russians and then tise Arn-
erncans isad been iu possession, tisat no protest
had beeu mnade, andl that. siowaver. mnucis lt rigbt
ba regretted, tisera wvas tise tact efthiis unismoken
sud conitlneous-sa seemed te ha euarnoured et
tbe use ut ibis word ' inremrnoial,' for ie used
it tisrae or four Urnes, as you may bave uoticed
iln tise extract-tbat tiss possession et tise United
States, aud et Rassis aud tise Unitedl States bad
coutinueil * * * * But wbat is singularly
valuable iu Sir 'Wiltri-1 Laurier's staternent as
to tbe notice cf to tise United States' goveru-
ment, is tisat in 1898, ten yesrs atter tisis time,
wisan lt la so innoceutiy claimeil tisat we b7ave
tise notice, tise Prime Minister of Canada de-
ciares tisat we bad net. It la very regrettablie, hae
salid, but lia made tise public daclaration lu
panliansent ot bis nation tisat we bad net.

Hon. gentlemen wll understand tisat thse

Britishs counisel badl show-n by documents
that Canada Isad made a protest in 1888
tisat a solern proteat had been made by

the Dominion through the< Tnperiai govern-
ment to Washing-ton. In order to detract
troml the weigbt of that evidence which
had been submltted, tIse United States colin-
sel quoted tise ill-advised, hasty and incor-

rect words of Sir Wilfrid Laurier that
no protest hiad been made and that
Russia had held this piece of land where

Dyea la built f rom Urnme immemorial, where-
as It is known that there was flot a settier
ln Dyea up to thse time gold was discovered
op' thse Yukon.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.-The bon. gentleman la

quite wroug. There was an Indian school
there-It may flot be on tise spot wbere
Dyea la bult, but up the Lynu canal and
opposite Dyea.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON.-I tbink 1 shall
be able to point out, in tise words of Lord

Lansdowne, that there were no settiers on
tise Lynui canal.

Hon. Mr. SOOTT.-Not at Dyea, but lm-

mediately opposite on thse Lynn canal.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON.-I can turn up
thse quotation.

Hon. Mr. SOOTT.-It is not an Issue now.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON. Tise hon. noinister
adnslts there were no settiers except, posai-

biy, n school, but my authority is thse Eari of
Lansdowne, that tixere was no continued set-

tiement of any kind at tise head of the Lynri
canal, up to thse discovery of gold lu thse

Yukon, sometime towards thse close of 1896.
1-low~ever, tise p)oinIt 1 i deirous of ina;k-

Ing la that thse Prime Minister of Canada la
bliunabie by making in incorrect statemnait

ln thse parliament of Canada on this subject

ln thse hystericai effort tisat was made at
that time to carry tisrougii parLiment a
very wild proposail for thse building of a
tramway f roin Telegrapli cî'eek to Tesli
lake. That miensure was pressed on parlia-

ment ln the salue way as thse Transcontin-
ental Raiiway w-as pressed last year, as if

time couid not w-ait and matters were so

urgent that someting had to be done even

thougis it w-as not a well considered measure.
fflenv the leader of thse governmient was

la that mood hie made thse statement wbich

1 have quoted, and I fiad that thse Hon.

Clifford Sifton, 'Minister of thse Interior,
made a precisely similar statensent in thse

House of Commons with regard to it, nt


