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[COMMONS]

that the House is a fair representative of
the feeling of Canada., also has been to a
large extent done away with by those Acts
of Parlinment ordinarily called Gerrymander
Acts, under the operation of which the mem-
bers in this House do not by any fair arith-
metical calculation represent the feelings of
the people of Canada. Another principle of
which we are all proud, and which we all
suppose was firmly implanted in our Govern-
ment and in our constitution, was the pure,
unsullied administration of justice in this
Dominion. We have been wont to pride

ourselves, when comparing Canada with the:
country at the south of us. upon our differ-:
ence in that respect, at least from many

parts of the United States. While it is pos-
sible, I am sorry to say, to cast the most

serious retlections upon the administration of -
justice in many portions of the United States,
particularly in the large cities, it has in the:
past been the pride of Canadians to peint:
out that here at least justice was pure and-

unsullied, that no matter how much we might
disagree and how bitter our contlicts might
be on political questions, we were all united

in upbolding the purity of the Bench, and in-
upholding the Minister of Justice of the day

in dealing out even-handed justice to the
criminals of Canada.

his predecessors, but of himself and his own
Government, this principle bids fair to dis-
appear, or if not to disappear. to become
materially weakened. The hon. gentleman

has been able to make for himself a name i

as being stern as adamant when Q@ criminal

‘ame before him and asked for pardon, and |

as giving to each case the most careful atten-

tion. and taking every pains to sce that just-’

ice was administered sternly and that pity

had very little place in dealing with those!
In that respect the administration

matters.
by the hon. gentleman of the importang De-
partment of Justice has met with the ap-
proval of the people. and I regret very much
indeed that within the past few weeks the
hon. gentleman's record has been so seriously
broken in that respect. The hon. gentle-

Again, the hon. gentle- -
man can show that by the practices, not of:

Lwhat, Mr. Speaker. is the argument * I
“have alluded to two Kinds of arguments
~which the hon. gentleman has produced here
‘for our consideration.  One is: that it his
fGovernment is arraigned for a  mistaken
‘policy it is a sutlicient answer to show that
rthe Liberals have made a similar mistake ;
sanother is @ that if his Government is arraign-
"edd for a certain policy, it is still more clearly
csutticient for him to show that his Govern-
‘ment and his  predecessors in oftice have
fmade the same mistake.  There is a third
f Kind of argument, a new prineiple of eriminal
law which he adduces. The hon. gentleman
introduced his criminal code 0o soon ; he
should have waited until thix new principle
ccould have been incorporated therein @ the
“principle that if imprisonment turns out to
be bad for the health of an  unfortunate
criminal he is entitled 1o his release, [
would remind the hon. gentleman that within
the past few days another criminal, similar
in nature to Mr. Connolly and Mr. MeGreevy,
-has fallen into the toils of the law, and has
been convicted of a serious crime, the crime
of perjury. and I would peint out thar in
this mauner 1 expect for my provinee the
sam¢e kind of justice as is administered in
“the proviunce of Ontario. There is one thing
that we are strong upon in Manitoba, and
that ix provincial rights, and if it is proper
‘and right in the province of Ontario to re-
lease a criminal because there are  other
“eriminals behind him who should be there
“also, then I say that Mr. Chamberlain, who
has been convicted of perjury in connection
"with the election in Winnipeg, would be able,
it that is a correet principle. to  produce
i superiors to him and men back of him who
are really responsible for the serious crimes
the has committed. Now, Mr. Speaker. after
excusing the long delay in calling the session
-with the Kind of argument to which [ have
falluded, the hon. First Minister tells us that
ihe has waited thus long in order that he
| might know what to do with the Canadian
tariff, through the action of the American

- people in connection with their tariff. The
(hon, gentleinan gave us very meagre  ex-

man has shown that while he was prepared ' planations of the policy of the Government in
to deal with the ordinary criminal in that | connection with this great question. Speakers
manner, a kind of criminal has come bhefore | on this side of the Heuse have been urging
him who requires different treatment and'the Government to give some more definite
special consideration. And why ? Because | explanations of the reasons which have in-
those criminals were of such a nature and |duced them to announce their adherence to
were possessed of such information that they ! the policy of protection. Having waited
were dangerous to the hon. gentleman and | as they have done for so many months in
to his Government. While the hon. gentie- | order to learn what the American people
man was prepared to defend the people of | were going to do with this question, the
Canada from any trouble in connection with | Government should be ready to tell us now
murderers, robbers and thieves of the ordin-} what they will do. I am not sure. that it
ary kind, yet when it eame to a question ! was not a natural position for them to take,

which might endanger him in his possession
of power and endanger the seats more
especially of certain colieagues, he was able
with that ingenuity for which he has become
celebrated, to find reasons and arguments
why justice in that case should be per-
verted and pursue a different line. And

Mr. MARTIN.

because having departed in trade matters
from the policy of the great nation of which
we are a part, and having adopted the trade
policy of the Yankees, for whom they pro-
fess so little esteem, it was natural indeed
that they should look to their masters in
the art of protection to know what was to




