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titutional questions should be submitted to this Court once a Judges in those Provinces. H we turn to thê
year, and for that purpose a Court could le constituted Hlouse of Lords, the highest appellate tribunal in Engiand,
mach less expensive and composed of men of great ability we find that'they have sometimes reversed the decisions of
and attainments drawn from the Appeal Courts of the lower Courts, contrary to the opinion of the Judges. The
various Provinces. If these Judges came together at the House of Lords was the Appellate Court from thesoottish
Capital once a year to determine our constitutional questions Courts, although for a long time none of the members were
alone, I believe it would be more satisfactory to the country acquainted with the Scottish law, and although the same
at large and save a large amount of money. objection was raised against them on that aceount as is now

Mr. BRECK EN. I entirely agree with the remark of raised against the Supreme Court with regard to casesfrom
the hon. member for Halton (Mr. Macdougall) that it is a the Province of Quebec. .During the last few years great
matter of regret that Session after Session a measure like changes have taken place in the Courts in England, yet the
the one proposed by my hon. friend for Montmagny should right of appeal to the flouse of Lords has never bé;en ques-
be brought into this louse, because it is assailing one of the tioned. The same may be said with regard to the Privy
highest institutions in our country. I also agree with the Council. It is true, as the hon. member f6r Hakouaays, they
remark that without a Supreme Court for the Dominion our are mon oflearnng and ability, and a very Arge body. But
Confederation would be incomplete. There is no doubt that practically, we find but four members deidng appeats
many hon. members from Ontario feel that their local from the Colonial Courts, although their know-
judiciary is quite sufficient to. dispose of all questions that ledge of Cologa t Civil Law must be mchanles
coe before it, and I can feel the force of the objections hath of the Judges of the Supreme Court ofCanada.
urged by hon. members frme the Province of Quheobec that It is very important that we should have some tribunal from
thed jdiy n ethats the Province psdof m e wh aewhich we can obtaim uniform decisions on constitutionalthe judiciary in taat Province, compesed of mon wbo are points respe ting the different Provinces. We have foundtrained to understand thec French Code, is perhaps a more the Courts of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Ontario
reliable tribunal to decide questions arising under their adotingdifferont views on certan Bquestions; and in that
system of jurisprudence than some of the Judges of the adepti feent aiews th ertah uestors ne r whe
Supreme Court. But, speaking from the standpoint of the case it is essental that there should be omine Court which

Martim Prvices I ay aytha thre s o mre opuarwould be a final Court of Appeal im the Dommnioti, whoseMaritime Provinces, Iomay say that there is no more popular decisions would be binding on all the Provinces. I regretinstitution inu'the Dominion of Canada than the Suprerne that, a discussion on the Supreme Court is eontinualiy
Court. There are questions frequently arising of a Dominion coming up, secause it tends to impair the asefulness of a
or a national character, that eau only be competently very valuabe institution. If there are def ults they cau ho
decided by a tribunal of thatkind. I know that in the case of remvel. But this institution, which regard as one cf the
Prince Edward Island. when the celebrated ]and question bases of Confederation, provides an opportunity for the
came up-though we have a very able and honest and inde-bae o nfedraintproesnportutorhe
pendent judiciary in that Province--had it not been for the peoplle, pearticularly i the Lower Provinco , to have their
upreme Court, Prince Edward Island, would to-day be still apeol determined at far less expense than they could uder

burdened by a system of landlordism. I merely mentionthe old ysm. We have had this measure before the Housethis as an illustration of 'the benefits derived from the IMrhiLLSehave h easurenbeforetefou,
existence of the Supreme Court. I do not mean to say that ithink, at every Session since the last general election, and

thisCout i no caabl ofamedmet. knw tat* *tisa in every instance it has been supported by some gentlementhis Court is net capablei of ameudment. know that itis a on the Treasury benhes. On the present occasion thesourcveofdifficultyin establishing aSupreme Appellate Court, Minister of Public Works has himself expressed very greatihiat we have in this country two divýers systéins of ju'isprud- dissatisfaotion with the Court, and ho is satisfied that in the
enée. I regard this agitation as a misfortune,because although country the peoie are Co universally dissatisfied with
the people, if they are not satisfied with their representa- coun r h pople are al niost u isae a wIth

tivs cn snd ;he abut her bsinss.Whe yo plceit. I think the hbon. g4Ei leman if; mistaken ; but I thinkivesainsed thn about ter buinss. Whenxc, arcet he line taken by him is calculated to.produce pretisely fedistinguished and learned gentlemen on the Berach*, und trust. condition cf things which ho professes te depreeate. Aud,
to their décision in matters affecting the highest welfatre of cniino hg wihh rfse t erct.Ad
te tpe eciien ina timattel fughti toe hbovessc el caind my opinion, a more unfortunate course could not weil bethe people, th at tribunal. Ôught te ho above suspicion;- and taken than the one that has hoon adopted hy the hon.
when the representative of a large and influential con-taentanthesone tht has ben ted by the hon.
stituendy stands on the floor of this House and impeaches, gentleman, and some other hon gentlemen h ths obuse,
not the honor but the ability of the Judges of that Court, I who constantly attack this Court, n matter how abbe the
think he is likely, though unintentionally, to do a great dal gentlemen on the Beneh, ne matter what industry and
of harm. 1, therefore, hope this Bill, which was so strenu- Ifeio. gentlemen make it a point every Seen
ously and lonéstly advocated by an hon. member who is now te oriticie antmenmake i a potiever ,e
no more, will be withdrawn by the hon. gentleman who has to crite and te criteise n a hostile spirit, the
taken his place. conduct f-the Court, there çan ho ne doubt whatever that

in time they will succeed in.making a considerable section
Mr. WELDON. The hon, gentlemen who have spoken of the people of the country dissatisfied with its decisions.

on this subject are chiefly frem Ontario and Quebec. Our I do not quite agree with some observations made by the
position in the Maritime Provinces is somewhat different. hon. member for Laval, and by the hon. miember for H1alton.
Opher Provinces have their Courts of Appeal, #ut in the It seems to me they have taken a Colonial Office viewof the
Maritime Provinces, prior to the establishment of the position of the judiciary of this country. I am not willing
Supreme Court, we had no Court of Appeal, and we were to admit that gentlemen occupying seats in the Supreme
obliged to go to the Imperial Privy Couneil. But the Courts of Canada are inferior to gentlemen who occupy
expenses of going there wére so enormous that they practi- seats in the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. In
cally, in a great many cases, prevented appeal. Onè feature îny opinion, Sir, the people on this de of t'h Atlantii
of the se e of Conlederation, therefore, was that the ôome into this world'with an intellectual capacity quite
Supremùe Court was to be establishéd for the Dominion, and equal to the intellectual capacity of geItlemen oW the other
its establishment las already produced beneficial results, so side, and it seems to me the judicial trainigg thèy reueive,
far as the people of those Provinces are concerned. A good and the ttention they are called upon to give to the cc-
deal has beon said with regard to the difficulty connected sideration of legal questions in adjudieating upon em,
with these Judges at Ottawa reversing the decisions of the serves to discipline their minde and fit them for thediseharge
Judges of the Courts of Appeal in Ontario and Queben,ý of their duties as Judges quite as well as 4es the training
contr*ry to the opinion of the majoity of thei of hon. gentlemen who sit on 'he Judiial Cnulttoesof

Mr. McCvu0,


