-6 -

: I have not the time, of scurse, te desoribe in detail Canada's
participation in the work of the United Uations, I might illustrate the
" heavy nature of our responsibilities by pointing out that if any ene of
you were to Journey to New York this week, and to visit the various United
Yations bodies meeting in the vicinity, vow weuld find Cansdisn repre-~
sentatives present at meetings of the Ecenenis and toecial Ceuncil, the
Interim Committee of the General Assembly, the Atemir Energy Commissien,
and, &' most important of all in theee troubled times the Security Goun-
cile Ve have a delegation et the International Trade Conference in
levana whioh, minee Nevember, hne been werking to create a sede of mul-
tilateral trading among the nations, another at Geneve working on &
Meritime coenventien, arother at Washingter discussing a world wheat
agreement and many others elsevhere.

During 1648, we shall prebably send representatives te a
hundred or more internstional conferences; most of vhich will be undep
the auspices o some wranch of the United Notions. In New York, ‘Paris,
Geneva, Havana, Brussels, London, Washingben, Beirut, Liontreal and San
Franeiseo, wherever the constituent bodies of tho United Natiens and
its speoialized agenties meet, there will be Canedian delsgates present
to play their part in this great experiment in establishing a world
gssoéeiation for peadse, justice and pregress,

Partieipatiem in world affairs urd in the potivities of an
srganizatien like the United Nations naturally invelves a ¢onsiderable
increase in the number of *rained personnel wiich the Canadian cevern=
ment Fust use to represent it in foreign seuntries and at internstienal
gonferences. The Department ef Jxternal Affairs at Ottaws hes therefers
had to expand rapidly %o meet the many new obligations which Cansda haes
inéurred. Because We cannot afford to o unrepreserted at eonfepences
vhose deliberations may have a very definite sffest on Canedian interssts,
%e must have men who will do the necessary rescarch on all the diffitult
problems which our senior government officiels,; delsgmies and ambagsadora
must meet, We nuci got reliable inforration fren abroad as to what othep
countries intend to do, what they think of Canada, whether they might
buy something frem us, whether they will be pood neighbours or bad
1 neighboure in the general cormunity of nations, hrow they tmckle partia
sular social problems that Cancda 6lso hes to face. e must have g
welletrained staff Sta%ioned at various points around the world and at
the home base who ean gather Iuformation, evaluate it, relay §t to the
ingerested Canadian sources end use it in the formatieon of our everail
external policy. The staff abroad must alse, of eourse, maintain cone
tadys witﬁ forelpn governments and represent Canada tn many different
fays. In the delicate matier of relationships bLotween nabienal foverna
ments, it is essential ta have these contects handled hy individuals on
the spot who know the whole backgpound te the master at issue, the pere
sonalities involved and the proper nethod ef approach., Internatienal
relatlons can have se important an effect en the welfare of our na‘ion,
that we cannot risk having anything but the most skilled handling .f
our foreign contacts.

I do not want te give you the impression, however, that
Canadian contacts abroad ere all handled throuch one Department of
Eovernment. Our cormercial work sbrcad is the respons:bility mainly
of the Departiment of Trade and Commer:ze snd a number of ether departe
hents provide the Canadian representatives for international conferences
In specialized fields. 8ome previneial pcvernments meintain 6ontacts
road and a great many privete associations and individuels have 4om-
mercial and eulturel relationships with the pest of the world, What I
do went to stress is that in the Department of External Affairs, more
than in ey other section of gevernument, eemsiderasion is givea to the
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