
THE~ PROBLEM

A glance at recent headfines reveaIs a mood of angst
asnong patadits over the state of democracy in Latin
AMnerica. uBcuador's coup alerts region to a resurgent
mlltary" says Larry Rohter of ne New York Times
(january 30, 2000); «Andean autocrats <fig la for the
long haul" wrltes new EonomWs (Febniary 5, 2000);
Carlos Mlbertc, Montaner describes "Democracies held
together by pins" in a pessimistlc editorial inaEliNuevo
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presumption that the military should play a "tutelaryn
role in politics is the single most important obstacle to,
the ruIe of law in some Latin American nations. The
recent military coup i Ecuador is a good remninder of
the on-going threat to democracy from, the military.

Lack of Judldal Independence and Rule of Law

Judicial subordination turas judges into pawns in a
political chessboard, and is often motivated by the
need to provide impunlty for-an illegal executive and
an abusive miiitry The lack of judicial independence
leads tc> repeated curtailtuents of fundamental rights.
When Bo<ivia's Hlugo Banzer - a former dictator, now
elected preuident - inposed a state of siege in
response to nation-wlde protests by peasants in April
2000, the army was given a carte blanche to detain,

juiilauthority. According to Bolivia~s Hwnan Rights
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