
increased i its popularity because it ensures neutrality, no diplomnatic intervention and

development of international legal institutions. I that regard, NAFFA arbitration panels would
provide substantial guidance.

Janet Walker discussed the revitalization of national courts in matters relating to international
commercial disputes. The rules of arbitration are based on regimnes developed in the 20Û~'
century. However, the rules of procedure in the domnestic courts are constantly arnended and
reflect the present reality. Ms. Walker noticed three trends favouring the domestic court system.
First, there is a move towards litigation in domestic courts rather than international arbitration as
domestic courts are increasingly flexible (parties cmi define their case), maintain confldentiality
(courts grant protective orders, deemned and proprietary undertakings), uphold neutrality, and
judgements are easily enforceable i the domestic jurisdiction. Second, domestic systems permit
ordiary citizens to get mnvolved i actions relating to international investmnent. Finally, some
domestic court systenis allow for the possibility of class action suits against multinational
corporations.

4. Conclusions! Policy Options

The paniellists agreed that international arbitration
international commercial and investment disputes.
clarification of the ru.les is required to enhance the
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