
Laurie Wiseberg: "Liuking the Domestic and the International: NGO Access toInternational Human Rights Mechanisms and Arenas"

Laurie Wiseberg discussed the role of NGOs in international human rights arenas. Therelationship between NOOs and the United Nations is dloser than it bas been in the past, with theU.N. relying on NGOs for information and ofien also for implementation of U.N. projects.NGOs also play a critical role in getting new items on the human rights agenda.

Recommendatimns foQr Canadian F;oreii PoLlicy
* The Canadian governiment should support educational prograins that encourage nuancedthinking in students about culture, gender and huinan rights violations. Brenda Cossmancited the University of Toronto Faculty of Law's International Human RightsProgramme, especially the internship programme, as an excellent example of such aprogram.

* The Canadian govemnment needs to ally itself with groups in civil society, particularly inthe area of monitoring and holding other states accounitable. It is unable to accomplish itsforeign policy goals alone; this was demonstrated by the important role played by NGOsat the International Criminal Court negotiations.

* The Canadian goverrnment should try to ensure access for NGOs tn 1 Th N vge >.


