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THE STRATFUIID FESTIVAL

The idea of ho~lng ~a festiv<al of Shakespeare's The Stratf>rd Festival, created in a city with a
ty i the Canadian namesake of the poet's birtii- populationi of 19,500 in a prosipçrous Western Ontario

ce was concebitec by Tomn Pattrson, a Stratford- faraxing çonity, where no professionil theate had~
n journalist. The. origial plan c;led for a simple existed for als jhalf a century, fa.ed thw e" bts of
ut-air presnttoe, but evetitually it wa d.ecid.d countless sceptcs who uneretmat th dtermi-
the advice of Tyrone Guthrie, whdo bad been calIed nationa of a small groiip of Star 4residents dedicated
ta advise on the. project, to construet a tent to seig the, projeçt through.

atre. Sir Tyrane visited Canadla in july 1952, and AUl thuat swnniex, tuists poured into Straford,
mt two we.ks investigating the. mxtability oif filling the. tet thatre tp 98 < per cetf it caçaity,

atford as a site for scii a projeot and the. atate of The original five-week sesn a t<i be e.xtende ta
atre in Canada. si.Teatedn e rr and box-offie taI s

At tii. end of isi visit'iie agreed to b. associated quickyd*fr e aylngrn dob that teSae-
h the. vetue if a star and experien<i.d theatr. speaea <plys. on h banksofOtr'sAn
sonne] wer.e employed; if a coe-lu *tht, or beoea ue event
t, was cosru ud;ad if a revolutionary diopen"
ge was buiI t nstead of the conventional proscn GR9WINGQ SUCCE
e. A comt.. pproved his proposedbudget of In the~ yer ,n1953 etfrst rider teartstc

0,000 and neoitions were corplte witii directiono yoeGuhi nsnc 95 ne
c Ginsaed Ireue Wrth to head the copany, that o~f Mcal aghateFsil sprend

'one Guthriea s diretor aud Tapyaseiwlt.ai 31 oif Shaepeare's 7pas e have been
iesgne. n aplcatonwas ad for a chrtrt to repeat4d. lIt alsô has stag.d Soplioctes' Oedi pus Rex,

provincial go euet and, in Qçtoer 15,a non Rostand's Cyrano de Bergerac, Molère's The
E14 organiation ta b. knou sth Statford Boureoi Gentleman, Wyhel' The ContyWi
kespearean Festival Fomndation of Canada was Ciieckhov's Th. Cherry rhdSinbg'Te


