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The Great Northern Peninsula Forest

Until the late twentleth century, rural Newfoundllanders made ends meet by holding a varlety of

jobs, shifting work seasonaily, and comblning employment with subsistence production. The forests

behind the coastal coinmunlties, or outports, provlded fuel and building materials, food, medicines,

and furs. Whcn fishermen took Up their gear a2nd boats in the fait, miany '\vent into the woods" to slgn

Up at logglng camps run by large International paper companles like International Paper anid Bowater

(Omohundro 1994). Logglng was a regular and valuable compontent of many flshermen's annual

income. Northerners may be called flsher-loggers, with divided loyalties between the sea and the forest.

Most of the 24,000 residents of the 60 small communities on the Great Northcrn Peninsula stili rely on

the forest for part of thclr subsistence or Income (Feit and Sinclair 1995).

The Great Northern Peninsula (henceforth "the north" or "Uic peninsula") le typical of

Newfoundland in some respects. It 18 close to thc provincial average In tic proportion of land surface

wlth productive forest (aout one thlrd), Uic prprino M leae Crown (provincial) land (about

oethirdi, and in t 4brharvested (about 100/ of the provincial total, for 2 of 20 provincial districts

(Gbbns1991, O'Neil 1992). The province mngsthe northern forest dsrcsin the same fashion

as th thrditics and its residents, who are descendants of early nlnetecnth century Irish and

Egih im:g t, live as people in other rgosdo-albeit wtth a littie lees income and a little more

subsstene production. The crlticlsmn whlch peninsula residents level at féetpractices in their reglon

apasto be cmon also in other reglon&. '1erefore, the soclocultural and uxanagerlal systems

shaingnorher foestissues are typical of mudh 0f Uic Island adsimilar to parts of ail thc Atlantic

The orthis atypical in a few sgiiat epcs h lmt smr eeeta oto

mils, ein anaditinaldays div bytruk. he ron hs alarerpresence than the pulp and

islad. ish mieras, ad tmbe exracihave been the only industries. Since thec od mrtorium

in 992 hoeve, te ishrythogh til te bgget mneyakr, is much reduccd, and the minlng

hascese. uttimerexratin as rahdhsoclv i ees.RenIturi shows
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