
chemical threats to this plan-
etary sunscreen. In delicate
international negotiations,
officiais from Canada have
acted as brokers between
various nations. They heiped
countries reach a consensus
that the threat was real and
had to be tackied with cut-
backs in the use of harmful
chemiîcais, principally chioro-
fluorocarbons (CFCS).

At a meeting in Canada in
1987, a major group of
nations hammered out the
Montreal Protocol, which
piedged them to cut produc-
tion of ozonie-depleting sub-
stances in half by 1999.
It was a difficuit decision
because CFCs are the chemi-
cals that run the world's
refrigerators and air condi-
tioners, and it wiil be costly
and difficuit to find safe
replacements.
News continues to corme in of
hales in the ozone layer over

The conference calied for
policies to reduce greenhouse
gases. The experts saici that
global carbon dioxide omnis-
sions should be cut in haif in
order to stop climate change
and suggested a 20-per-cent
cut by 2005 as an interim
step.-
They said that nations shoulic
promnote energy-efficieflcY
programs in order to reduce
the need for carbon-baseci
fuels. And the group pro-
posed, among other things,
a Worid Atmosphere Furid,
based partly on a levy on
fossil-fuel consumption by
industriaiized nations, to help
developing nations to build
clean industries andi to pro-
tect their forests.
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work for at lea,,
cent reduction
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Canada wouid
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decade.
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