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- we have taken important new steps
to protect the rights and improve the
working conditions of journalists, and
provide for the freer flow of information
and greater access to culture.

Buiît on this soiid achievement in
human rights and Basket 111, and pro-
viding a mechanism for its protection
and enforcement, is the Conference on
the Human Dimension. We weicome the
agreement of ail participating States to
respond to, requests for Information and
to consuit biiateraily on speclfic cases
and situations. We look forward to, the
meetings in Paris, Copenhageni and
Moscow where we can pursue the issues
of compliance and of new measures to
enhance our achievements, as weii as to
deai with unresoived cases and situations.
This Conference and the ongoing mecha-
nism will keep human rlghts, human con-
tacts, and reiated humanitarian Issues
centrai to the CSCE process, ensuring that
they become a permanent part of the
European politicai Iandscape....

Two things shouid be clearly
understood. First, by accepting the
Moscow meeting, Canada has not
signlfled that problems of human rights
and human contacts in the Soviet Union
no longer exist. On the contrary, much
remains to be done. Indeed, the USSA
has undertaken to continue its work over
the next two years of making Soviet
soclety more open, democratlc, and
governed by the rule of law. Reforms
are to be securely lnstltutionalized. We
welcome these promlsed uridertakings,
and wll look forward to, their fuifilment.

There are mariy, many more provisions
on human rights and humanitarian
cooperation in the Vienna Concluding
Document which take account of the dif-
fering interests of our peoples. Canada
considers ail of themn important. Together,
they are a great achievement. In most
cases they are clear and unequivocal.
We recognize that there is stlll roomn for
limprovement, but what is in this docu-
ment wili, if fully implemented by ai par-
ticipating States, lead to great changes
in the lives of millions of people, and will
have a real impact on European con-
fidence and securlty. Let me illustrate by
one example from our own experience.

On December 7, many communities in
Armenia were struck by a devastatlng
earthquake that killed outrlght some
25,000 people and injured thousancis
more. At one time, the Government of
the Soviet Union and some other par-
ticloatinq countries faced wlth a simiier

these changes have fallen short of
expectations and commitments and of
what remains to be done. Candor and
openness have done much to achieve
the success we now enjoy. This is not
the moment to abandon them.

In some countries, individuals are stili
being punished for exercising their right
to know and act upon their rights, for

problem,
time it dic
off ers of i

'I


