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and is in no condition to carry out attack on large scale against forces of
North. Impression is based upon following main observations:

1. South Korea army in all sectors is disposed in depth. Parallel is guarded
on southern side by small bodies troops located in scattered out-posts together
with roving patrol. There is no concentration of troops and no massing for
attack visible at any point. ’

2. At several points, North Korean forces are in effective possession of
salients on south side parallel, occupation in at least one case being of fairly
recent date. There is no evidence that South Korean forces have taken any
steps for or are making any preparation to eject North Korean forces from any of
these salients.

3. Proportion of South Korean forces are actively engaged in rounding
up guerrilla bands that have infiltrated into the mountainous area in the
eastern sectors. It was ascertained that these bands are in possession of
demolition equipment and are more heavily armed than on previous occasions.

4. So far as equipment of South Korean forces concerned, in absence of
armour, air support, and heavy artillery, any action with object of invasion
would, by any military standards, be impossible.

5. South Korea army does not appear to be in possession of military or
other supplies that would indicate preparation for large scale attack. In par-
ticular, there is no sign of any dumping of supplies or ammunition, petrol, oil,
lubricant, in forward areas. Roads generally are little used and apart from
convoy four trucks taking company from Kangnung westward to join round-
ing up guerrilla band, no concentration transport anywhere encountered.

6. In general, attitude South Korean commanders is one of vigilant defence.
Their instructions do not go beyond retirement in case of attack upon previously
prepared positions.

7. There is no indication of any extensive reconnaissance being carried out
northward by South Korea army nor of any undue excitement or activity at
divisional headquarters or regimental levels to suggest preparation for offensive
activity. Observers were freely admitted to all sections various headquarters
including operations room.

8. Observers made special point inquiring what information was coming
in regarding situation North of parallel. In some sectors it has been reported
that civilians had recently been removed from areas adjoining parallel to
North to depths varying from 4 to 8 kilometers. Another report received during
night Thursday 22 June at regimental headquarters Ongjin was to effect that
there was increased military activity in vicinity Chuyia about 4 kilometers
north parallel. No reports however have been received of any unusual activity

on part of North Korean forces that would indicate any impending change in
general situation along parallel.”




