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and to produce flowers ani seeds froin w1lich'the

race niay be continued.

What other parasitic'plants have you sceni? Are

ail climbers? Look for thnse tinder becch irees anàl

notice what they are attaclied ta. Notice the sharp

suckers of the dodder, and notice, aiso. Mien \ an

find it in the fields that the lowver part of its stenm

is free froin the ground.

The second plant pictured is the indian-pipe. ht

is fatniliar to all,-growilg iii thc shade of dleep

woods. The whole plant is waxy white, bccomning
recldish in autumnii, andl

turfis black iii (rving. It

commouily grows 1n dus-

ters, well showvn iii theý

illustration, where a ntnm-

ber of young plants are

springing fronu a miass of

decayed leaves ani other

vegetable nuatter. 0f the

three upright plants, the

z - ~ one on the left lias the

i ~ solitary no dding flower

turned close ta the stemu,

-/'» ~fronu whiclh the plant de-

r rives its scientific namie

monotropa (Greek mnonos,

INDIAN PIPE (Montropa Unifiora>. single and trope a turn-

ing), because the top of the stemu is turned ta one

side; the one at the middle is at right angles ta the

stemi, and that on the right shows the xvhole plant

upright, when thue seeds are ripe. It is a flowering

plant, and belongs ta thue heath famiily, becanise its.

flowers resemble in structure those of the mayflower,

blueberry and other niembers of that famnily.

But what a striking contrast this gliost-flower,

as it is sometimes called, presents ta the other men-

bers of the same farnily, or ta other flowerxug

plants! And its habits of life are strikingly differ-

ent. Instead of preparing its own food in green

leaves iii the sunshine, it luides away in clark woods,

and its imimactulate white dress is woven, bý a curi-

ans chenuiistry, f romi leaves which other plants have

cast off and which have been rotting on the grotnnd

for years.

It would be a curions story -if we could know

how this plant hias adapted itself ta condlitions so

totally cliffereuit from nnîst other flower:ng p)lanlts.

It is saprophytic in habit, that is, ît lives on decaved

vegetable matter. In this respect it is like the

mutshiroomns, toadstools ami othier fu'ii multitiffcs

of which are ta be seen growving i the wVo0ds and(

fields in auitumn-of many varieties ini fornu, aîid of

very shade and tint of color, except green; some

tf then wholesonmC others poisonous, and on that

tLcoinit ail arc ta be avoided unitil they are better

kilowVn.
The nmtshiroom or toadstool belongs to a class of

plants very different froir the dodder or indian-

pipe, alihougli as wve have seen it resembles

them, especially the latter, in its habit of living.

It lias no flowers and is prodtuced frorn spores,

while the cladder and indian-pipe- bear flowers which

produce seeds front which new plants grow.

The spores of a rnuslirooni are s0 vcry small that

they cannot be seen wvith the naked eye; but if the

cap of a imuislroofll be ctut off close to, the stem and

laid tipoi whiite paper incler a glass the spores

will bc, dîposited ini mass,

and are of clifferent colors.

The spore-prints "made

in this way are, niany of

themn, very beatitiftil and

interesting objects.
From the spore of a mutshi-

roont is prodttced, if the coh- '-

(litions of growth are favor- "

able, a mlass of threads, AMSRO ~TASOL
formning a mat lWke a thick-

eneci cobweb. This is the vegetative part, and is

flot usually seen, as it is on the surface, or just

beneath the surface of the ground, From this

grows a little knob or button, which develops into a

stem and cal), as shown in the illustration, -the pur-

pose- of which. is ta produce and scatter the spores,

just as the flower in the flowering plants is for the

purpose of producing seeds.

The teachier is somectinies cauglht by the sharp

boy of the class. The master was aslijng questions

-- masters are apt ta ask questions, anê they sonie-

times receive curilons ans\vers. The question wa s

as follows: -Now. boys. how many rnonths have

twenty-eiglit days? "Ail of theni, sir," replied

a boy iii the front.

The ol(lest sovereigii in E urope is the King of

Denmiark. wlho is 86. Next cornes the King of

Sweden, 75, followed by thue Enuperor of Austria,

73; thie-Ring; of the Ilelgians, 69; the King of

Roumania, 65; King Edward, 62; the Sultan of

Turkey, 61i; the King of Greece. 58; the German

Emperor. 45: the King of Portugal, 4o; the Czar,

36; tlie King of Italy, 35; Queen of the Nether-

lands, 23, and the King of Spain, 18.


