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THE JUVENILE COIL
By JUDGi

There are few people who will deny the assertion that the
introduction of Juvenile Courts into our Dominion marked a
step in advance towards establishing newer ideas, more justý
and humane niethods of dealing with youthful offenders.
This, tinie lias clearly demonstrated.

The Juvenile Court. is flot only a place where ejildre>
and their parents are humanely treated, aud their steps turu-
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The fact that the C. 0. S. lias affiliated with and is one of the
miost energetic supporters of the council, is sufficient proof
Of the need of the council.

Couneil iu Operation.
"Ail beginuings are bard." The Montreai Council of

Social Agencies lias made a beginulng and has been in active
oPeration for about teu moutlis; but it has taken time toselect its permanent director, who i. only te take Up dutiestowards the close of this year, se that in the uleantinie thework bas beeu earried on entirely by vounutary effort, with-eut staff or offices, aud in face of that annual hindranceto social effort-the summer vacation. Yet alreday some.thing bas been accomplished in the way of co-operative socialwork that has neyer been seen before in Montreal, and this
ini regard to special summer vacation work.

At the first meeting of the executive held at the end of thesunimer, reports fromn three of the fOur groups into whjclithe council i. divided, 'were presented, which indicated prom-
ise of good work for the future. The report of the Recreation
Division, for example, showed that ail the work which isbeing done with the chidren of the city who have to stay athome in thie bot summer months had been ce-ordinated audCentered under eue direction. The Playground Associationthe Parks and Playgrounds Cemmittee, and the Daily Vaca-tien Bible Scbev4s, bad arrauged joint action for the summiersesson. The-result of this co-operation was that ton VacationBible Schools, fourteen public baths, seventeen play centres,were provided1 and all these were staffed with responsibieinstructr or rnupervisors. The sanie group carried eut asimilar luermnti regard te summer camps for the under..
Privileged boy, an a lan Was adopted of sending ail boysto ene canrn in 1 T- ,
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ed in the riglit direction, but it is aise a great national asset,
saving as it dees thousands of children from becoming
habitual criminais. Each year in Montreai over 2,000 chul-
dren pass before me for various offences, eut of which nuni-
ber oniy about seven are sent te the refermatory, ail the
others being let eut on probation. It is safe te say that if it
were net for our system of handiing and advising both par-
ents and chidren, many of these wouid be ieading lives which
wouid end in the reformatory or penitentiary.

The money saved te the State is enormous, but the saving
in the lives and morals of these future citizens cannet be esti-
niated in terms Of gold.

There is ne Department in the State of more importance
than the administration of the'Juvenile Courts. No pains or
money shouid be spared iu bringing these courts te the higli-est state of efficiency. They pay for themnseives a thousand
times over in the saving of our children froni institutions,
gaois and penitentiaries.

In a city like Montreal, which to-day is absoiutely ces-niopolitan, a Judge of the Juvenile Court lias a very difficuit
position to fi. Many of the chidreu who are broughtinfront of him are of foreigu 'extraction, sud of different re-
ligion, whose parents have but lately arrived iu the country,
aud who know nothing «Of the laws and language of the new
land. Consequentiy, a Judge lias te exorcise an enermeus
anieunt of tact sud patience iu considering cases of tlie meat
ceniplex character. Ro canuot often understaud the parents,aud tliey cannot understand him. The trainiug shouid be te-
wards assimilation, and net as it is 110W, distinctive andseparate. The iaws and customis have te be impressed upen
these parents aud children, and the Judge must niake themi
realize the necessity of observing the laws and custenis ofthe country, and often must expiain tliese laws and custonis
tothe parents and chiidreu. These people are obsessed with
the ides of makiiig money; consequentiy, the duties of citizen-.
ship are simost ignorod, witli the resuit that the home train-ing is iacking and sometimes bad. They ofteu do flot kuow
why their chiîdren are brouglit in front of tlie court, sudinstead of tryiiig te lielp the Judge sud efficers te under-
stand the case, wili lie lu order te scroou tliemselves andtheir childreu. Here the Judge must have great understand.
ing of hunian nature; patience sud wisdom is even morenecessary than a thorougli understanding of criminai law,doaling, as ho is, with the xuost primitive instincts, wbichare so subtle and se stroug between parents sud tlieir chul-
dren, laws aud forces which are the very bssis of the social
fabrlc,

Sonie people are niuch concerned at what they thiuk i.th, incroaso of child delînquency. But chiid deiuquency
is really net lucroasing. The population bas been iucressingat a very rapid rate. Thousauds ef people are Pouriug luevery yoar, unaccustome<j te our laws aud regulations. Weare only 110w beginîng te touch the sources that bave selonug contrlbuted te cblld deliuquency. If there are more casesit is due te the better protection that is affordod the chiid,and th enforcement of tlie Iaws undor the Juvenile Act.Thisu only goes te prove again ,wbat a force le the Juvonilo
Cout iu proeting the moasnt only of childreu, but of tlie

Aîter ail the chiidreu should be the nation's firat con-siertion. They are our citizous of to-morrow, sud anyexpeudituire of time or meney, of thought sud effort, wiIl
(Q11mO back to the nation two-foid, iu the quaiity of its citizen-.ship., This is building froni the foundat<l u p. Lot us seethat our foundation is as solld as it rests iu our power temail<, if-
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