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The Co-Or'dýination of ý-V1ta1 Statistics-lin Canada
R. ý111. COATS, Dominion Statistician.

It is unnecessary to eniphasize the imý_)ortance of vital sta- Con of questions in the decennial census. under a proper
tistics for Canada. Not only are they nécessayy in pre- scheme, while the local authorities keep account of blrths
venting crime and in facilitating the transfer of propèrty, and deaths from day toý day, there are certain data of first-
but they lie at the basis of public sanitation and afford rate intefest to Vital StatIstics which. the Census can ob-
a measure of national efficieney'from the most Important tain more readily. The Census has 'not always obtained
standpoint of ail, > nân-lely,' thle biological. ' "As this' Euileýau these data, but we can plead In exterwatIon that It la hard
bas been thé- prime mover In-calling '.lie, présent çpnforence, to relate the Census,ýpquiry, -to a system of vital statisties
a, brief statement of Its point of,, vlew.,and a sunimary of when the'latter does not exIst.

.,past history and, of present conditions inCanada maYý be,7of 'Two interesting attempts to Improve matters may be
briefly mý« tioned. Thirty-five . years ago the Dominion

Vital Statistics are a part of the scheme Of, Population Goverlinient Instituteci -a plan tor compiling tlÎe annual rhor-
statisties, or demogrgphy, which is perhaps the leadIng tuary statistles of cities of '25,000 and over, by subsldlzlngsubject wi h W h -G . u u as rider't 
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of records are' required in almost overy accounting sys- special regulati -Ons. A beginning was made with the fieetem: Flrst, a .periodical stock7taking, and second, a daY-ýo- cities of Montreal, Toro ' John,nto, Hamilton, Halifax and St.
day record of transaçtIonsý In populatIon statistlcB,_ the by 1891, the list had grqwn to twenty-five. This was In
stock-taking, le, oe coàrsý, the decehniai cenous; the day- the days when the only records of birth and deaths were
to-day part con sists of two re-cords: f iràt, migration Into those of the municipalities. With the organization of pro-
and from the country, and second, the natural Increase or vincial bureaus of vital statistles, the Dominion work was
deerease through birth and deaths within the, country*, abandoned'. Its demise, however, was soon after marked
Le., Vital Statistics. by a signIficant incident, namely, a conference of Dominion

This Bureau accordingly comes to the, problem of Vital and Provincial officiais sum moned by the Hon. A. R. Angers
Statisties from two distinct angles. In the tiret place, we in 1893, which passed a resolution calling upon the pro-
take the Census. Now, the merchant who takes stock re- vincial and federal authorities to co-operate in the work
lates that process carefully to hls day-books and ledgers, of collecting, compiling and publishIng the vital statlstlcs
and so ougt the Census to relate Its broad decennial in- of the Dominion. That resolution bas laid a long time
quiry to the needs and object sof Vital Statiotics. SecOndlY, dormant-exactly a quarter of a century-but we may hope
thûùgh the day-to-day recording of Vital Statistles Isdone to-day that Its slumber le at length to be disturbed.
by the Provinces (civil rights, the protectIon of whIch la The ether attempt to meet the situation was made through
an important object of Vital Statistles, being assigned tO through the medium 4:ýf the Census. The framers'of the
thé Provinces by the B.N.A. Act), -this , Bureau la alffG Original Census Act seemedto have thought that they. might
specifically instructed . to compile Vital StatIEFt bridge the chasrn In so far as mortuary statisties are con-
doubtlees in appreciation C the tact thaý such statiètIcs cerned by Instructing the Office, when tahing the Census,
are necessary for dealing with certain national probleme to ascertain the number and causes of the deaths occurrIng
-immigration, -for exarnpleýand aleO, ilidt Vital Stat'stles In ach household during the preceding year. But the re-
e .ven from the purely local ètandpoint muet, If- they areto suite -%rere not happy, It la a fundamentalrule of Cen

rest on the broadýàst: possible basdà.' SIde SUN-
be of real value, - r Act wÏilcb taking that you should not ask questions involvIng the
by &Ide wlth this mandate, goes: an6ther In ou uee of memory or of scientific knowledge. The reRfflu IR
Implies that the Bureau ought to avold settIngý up Inde- Obvlous, Most of the people are not scie tifically minded,
pendent machinery for Vital Statistlei, but àhould *Oik n

and neitherare the cight-or ten thousand enoumerators
through the Provinces, At a4y rate; the machIi1éýre for SO that-the, Census, muet employ at $2 or $3 a day to make Its
doing la provIdee, Inquiry. In actual expérience It was found that our enuin-this, Bureau und It qulte

Now up to: the présent ý han fo erators mismed twerity per cent of the deaths. (Incident-
ýimpossible to fuifil elther of these fuiieil6ns properly. The ally we found that we got. a good number tliat the local
reason lies In the Provincial situation. One Province han records missed.) The cause may bc set'down to migration
no vital s>tIF4t!e)e. in -the Ôthers, législation and inetbOd3 of Population, lapse ofýmemory or knowledge, 14 the person
dtffer often In the. wictest way. , For exampie,_the stetistical 9UPPlYlng the information, and the diffleulty i>f guarding
year la not unIform; the International clafflIfICatiOÙ 'Of against careless enurneration. Moreover, the Information
deaths ta not universal]Y.fOIIOWOd; we did obtain was unsatisfactory, especially In the ail-
its own scbeane for the collection, compllation and Présent- Iniportant matter of th6 cause of death. Even haà there-
ation of these, statisties. Tàýe the highly Important mat- suIts been otherWIme, mortality stattstice at ten year In-
tey ofthe foi7m. - of deatlh cértlfleàte au an Instance- Of the tervals are of comparatively little use. Moreover, we need
24 ,Itc(rna 'w ate usually covere, twO Of birth 'rates. and marriage rates only les8 lnàlàtently than

nit le, ahother 1S, another 13. whIlot, the death rates. The inabllity to get accurate and rellable,
lowest iwrnbèi of ommissions la 3, and this dces, net in vital stetistics through -the decennial cenous ha,& been
ciude ot#er Iteme of the 24 which differ in what they rAcognized In the T.TnIted ýStates, France and Gerrnany for

19 'of firSt, Importance In, Vital StatiettCs. rnânYYears, and it ishIgh. time that we ceased so abôrtiv,ý--
The, beet lefflalati di, , in th é wori& will yield gtaefftics that an undertakIng, hem,
axeworse than' uýWé", If It Is'ýOt'adýMhifsteTOdeMéleutty. Now what Io the remedY?. . It lies, wethink, In- takIng up

ow standards@ ý of àjjnjnIst1ýËtIoft 'differ' as betw-een 'P'rOv- thé matter where It was left by the CSVerence of 1898 and
inca and pro'vince and frorn time to time In the Rame prov- in framing a plan for, Permanent Dominion and Provihotal
in 1 ce. 1'1nIýËt înstý' le InCrea» In the co-'ýoperatiQn. 1ý this it bas seemed a natural part for the
blÉth ý&ie in a Çi;rîûJýn province recently, the êxplanatton Bureau to take the tiret step. , We have no rIght, as wé
of, îýbiéh»Iies, n'ot ln any'gain 'iÏi'feproductive force amông have no Inclination, to say to any Province how It shâll
the population, but In the eneTjy *Ith which. the provinte ondwt: lts affaire- But Vital AtatisticIl am BearOeIý on
In. 4iiegtibn has &ddreesed îtaèlf to oecuring-better. reem- that footirig. As alreadY sald, tÉeir value In relation to
tratibn. Tht gain, "càrdineY,'.19. in departmentai et- perbaps their mosf important ends, lies almost wholly In
ficiency, 'and 'ft la a ývery fIne thing, ý but It -W di-oncertinz the breÈLdih of the'bmts on which theY rest, and a Provincee
to have-thé news of It glVen cWit lm -the fom Di a, risa Of the which dae8 !ta work In a watertight éompartinent is losing
blrth rate. It will easily be -seeft- t4at unie0a methods, &a liait the resulte. ln tact, the basis of vital etatistics is not
*eil aB législation, a1ýe stahdardi»d, no combleation of vital even national. At the close of the war, an imperiai conf4e.

stàt gtlics la possible, Co oUgh this Bured ence on afatig§tice, le to bé held, in whieh an Inter-DiapérIal
made an annual prs(et4,ee of bringing'together the systern of Vltàà Statioticis W one of the Iteme for discussion., ,
cent Provincial Vital' StatisticS, we ilave, ilways, for theý Cazada will, of course, -4 repreeented &t thàt édnference
above re"Ons, prefaced the figÙr" with & note tbat they lt -koes with6ut saying aloo that we should be able to coin-
rnU»t'not b.e made the basis of anY caléulation of mean birth pare notes wlth the United Statés ln iuch 9L ùiýttèr. In
çW.death rate, -WhIch Signifies, being jnterpîýted that ýFe tact, Vital Stati@tteo. 1 ternational'ingeope snd Interoàt.
are.witboùt trUe Vital StetlaticO. What this 13ureau bas dànb in takIiýg ýulË the niatér"1«;

The zwne factor ýaS militâted, ýLgaInst car«W ýkàli3làU7 I thInk, knoien to ail prenant. Firet w drelorup a inelilor-

From un on anduM to WhIlleh eae attqtcýied 8, modeNli, M6461 toin,
mi atr*tt(m -and Modell for prQce«ý1m iîý d«ý44,


