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'8kial Consideration. A littie experience abrod will ake
&Ul -Anerican painfully conscious of his national defect. In
thie V'ery act of introducing himself to a Germani as an.
Araepikaner, he wil aimost certainly slur the unaccented
'Voweis, and, if lie lie fron, New Engiand, fail to give due
value to the letter r. It is thon thaýtt he wvill begin to deé-
Piore the birthright*of the modern American, the ýliberty to
talk in1 !uY way he pleases, and to procluce a jargon of
Iloveniy prou Unciation an(I Street slang, uttered with a

nasaal twang. Let us beware of reaching the condition

o eeeand Rýo me of old, and of Turkev and parts of Ger-
"Iand France, and other European countries of to-day,
ethe iterary and spoken languagyes are e ntirely dis-

hi teueuadmais obliged to study a boo0k in
hi 8 wn tOngue as lie wouid a foreigu language.

0fl course, the înost assiduous attention to the rules of
go0d taiki ngwl not produce conversation ; for, as the

?otat the Breakfast-table " says : IlGood talk is ijot a

nl"tt"')f ail ; l it depends-you know we are aflaf
adays-on a certain arnount ofactive cn

leto Oefthe buain, and that cornes when it is ready, and
8teei fre As in producing fire with tinder, flint, and
,#rd Convesation, Ilaf ter liammering away with more

4M spark of a happy expressiontaesoehe
Oethe mon tai combustibles, aud thon we have a pî'etty,

lierin, scia tiilating play of eloquent thought that ou-
if it does fot kindie, ail around it." Anc hnw

'0 totddthat the explanation of the phenomenon lies in the
ac a il chanCe thouglit or expression strikes the lier-

8,s Centre Of consciousness, as the rowel of a spur stings thé
tio 0£arcr Away tlirough all the telegraphic radia-

01 f the ner'vous cords flashes th nelgnc thtbh
ain~ knd and must be fed with soniethiu or te

Ill th. . ashes. And ail the great hydraulic englunes pour
eir géarlet blood-a stream like buruing rock-oul. You

041ake rose.,) ganic processes auy more than a millinor

i4 1O grat aeffort to make conversation is disastrous to
OR anety and charmn. Ail have liad expérience of

ch e nOf esl>rit who, in the words of the Il Autocrat,"
notave What may be called jerky minds. Their tlîoughts do

ru'l in the natural order of so(luence. They say"briglit
8onl ail Possile~ subjects, but their zigzags rack you, to

e4t ~ai0 , 1 lt haif-hour with one of these jerky
110rpann iike ng with a duil friend affords great relief.

18 ik ta g he atin yo rl pafer holding a squirrel."
osibqUll bersie témnwh whom conversation
Poumd8il p hCause he talks always in monologue. Coleridge

Il Z UMP h 8 listeners full on the slightest provocation.
Whlme ýsr Was neyer so bethumped with words," ex-

whe rWalter Scott, indescribing a dinuer-party a
truae Ws forced to listen to a long and learned harangue

MYtte -ig ate sage, on Homer and the Samothracian

ýVi r li i eWolfian hypothesis. Theodore Hock,

%igthe ~dug a threeffiours' discourse f rom 11the rapt one

ccgh Il o d.li e forehead "-a monologue suggested by the

li Roeaeltiiers sitting by the rodîexclainled
£a ,o leri , o

0f1 Case You you did uot Sée a reégiment' Colrdefo
thetr would nover liave stopped." The trueca

gu18hed f é eady give-aud-take of conversation, as distin-
ithe ri nonolocqe 0 is lik-e Mr. Bageliot's subtle reader

r4o sayo Oni
dci e -'ie on: he pursues with a fine attention the

tuarkf5 *ate adimperceptible ramifications of a topic,
1 e .Sigt trits, notes, changing mnanners, is inutely

w'atcht tO vry piejudico and atwake to every passion,
airR 8  -R Ia I4 and wai ts on words, is, alive to tlie liglit
41te 'nce association whicli boat about eveî-y subject-tlle

D% 111 the rg
bin rigliw ,t sunbeamntîe délicate, gradations of the

i 0 CtOilm 0 trick of the mnan wvlo Nvoui( coniverse flutentlY
Ilan tide the conver.sation into sohnie patllî,vaY alroady

or nuestrOdden by hiiîu-into one of tiiose ruts or
ORe8h Ilito whillcue

aIî le at eCi specialiy if lie be, a professor or lcue
?Ûlu'adiug or lergymian, lus conversation is perpetu-

tai or con Cý ve lS not a practice to 1)0 followed. We liketketi %erse withl sucli mon as Sydney Smnith, who
bUbbl. iot for displayý btt because lis mmdtl was a spring
brt ilO wItli ideas, and, as ho said, lie Ilust speak or

St«rti. take o
e g "- e 1 aay subject tîtat was started, raroly

an halfthnag Of hi own, and mnaking it a rule to take
mtutes as lie could get, but nover to talk more
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than a haîf-iiinute without pausing,, ini order that others
miglit have an opportunity to strike mu. In this hoe was quite
unlike the Frenchman who observed the contrary principle,
and caused an envious and impatient rival, watching for an
opening, to inuîmur : lS'il crache ou tousse, il est perdu "

Inu genoral comipany, the conversationai style sliould be
hîglit and cowitantly passing froin theme to tfieme. If, a,,
Dr. Johmnsont lias said, soiid. conversation 1)0 induiged in,
Ipeople (lifer in opinion, and get into bacd humour, or soine

of the comipantiy, who are not capable of sudh conversation,
ai-e ef t out, and feel themseives uueasy." For this reason
Sir Robert WValpole said lie always talked gossip and scan-
d'il at his table, because lu that noue were too shallow-
brained to join. Whatever lie the théime of conversation,
whetlier xveiglity or liglit, mudli depends, for its ready flow
and entiî-e success, on how mucli is taken for granted and
hîow mucli is ef t unsaid. Conversatioualists sliould bewa-o
of insisting on nothing but absolute trutlis î-igidly stated in
the formi of propositions. Conver-sation, like the other fine
arts, aims at the ideal, and must 1)0 allowed to state its
truths xvith enibellishiment, with niodification, or even witli
exaggeration. One mnan wlîo persiîs-ts in beitug litei'al can
spoil the talk of a wliole company of xvits ; like the produc-
tion of a weil-tî-ained orchestra, Ilits fluenît harmonies may
bie spoiled by the intrusion of a single liarsh inote."

Bacon lias a word. to say on the mode of delivery-in
lis Il Short Notes for Civil Conversation "-whlicli niay lie of
interest. Il In aIl kinds of spsech," lie says, Il either plea-
saut, g-rave, severe, or ordinary, it is coîmvenient to speak
leisuîely, and rather drawliugly, than hastily ; because liasty
Speech confounds the memory, and oftentin-es, besides the
unseemliness, drives the man either to stammering, a non-
plus, or harping on that which should follow; wheî-eas a
slow speech ccufiî-metli the înemory, addeth a conceit of
wisdoin to the hearers, besides a seemliness of speech and
counteaance."

The \Voodnï;îu.

Nighitingales warbled without,
XVithiu wvas weepiug for- thee

Shadowvs of three dead cuen
WValked in the walks wjtlî ne-

Shalows of tliree tlead nieu-and thon
Wast one of the three.

- Tetnysoiz.

0QUR village, as wve have said, Stands lu a cleariug in a
woclaànd country. Belowv us stretclîes a great oak-

forest on its ancieut home of dlay, and around and above us
grow almost every variety of troe. Beedhes, wvitli their splen-
dour of autuaiu colouring, the featliery ash and huge chest-
nut-trees, not the chestaut only that reminds one lu shape
of the trees lu at child's toy-box, but the beautiful Spauisli
variety, its trunk curving tiames.

There is perhaps no country so meianclioly yet 80 fasci-

nating as a forest country, imor one in which the individual
fiads lis own personality so completely retbected ini nature,.
The dweiler in the mioutitains lias ever before hini the seuse
of the unattainable, as the eternal hilîs (ilCosO theinseives
fold behind fold ; but the forest whispers to you of your own
thouglit; what you bof t ia its charge yesteîday you find
again to morrow. Your own thouglits ai-e but hiddeiu among
the trees.

The forest is eveil yet tlie great fact about our country-
side. Down to the year 1700, or thereabouts, the forest liad
been the Birmngham cf Eugland, and even so late as tlie
last century it saw the smelting of iron and the casting of

cannonl. Now thé fires are out, and the forges cold, the
foi-est seomis to liave reverted to its original uses. A nuiri
ber of sînail industries have sprung up aaew whichi give

emipioyiflent to the woodiander ail the year round, and wvhidli

furnish work to many farm-labourers when fariiim opera-

tions are at a standstill.
occupations are still more or boss horeditary arnongst

the country folk about us, but in no craft is the work ca-

ried on so steadily f rom father to son as in the craf t of the

woodiaader. There is perhaps a feeling that it is an artist'8

life, soînething apart f rom and superior te the ordinary agri-

cultura.l work ; perhaps, too, t1here is an ialierited instinct

which draws mon to the woods and givos them what seemï
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