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T 1E expropriation mnetods of the city couicil for tle

last f ew y cars have offered seulators a rich field for pl un-
de.The cityinheritecl from tlîe old daysnarrowstreets wlîiclî,

8' Population grew, become inadequate for passenger andi
trii eurieis and somne twenty years ago an elaborate

Plafl for the graduai widenring of tlîe principal thorougît-
fares Was adopted. A few years ago, hoNvever, tlîe eity
Couneil branclieL out in wliolesale street-wideningr. In Soule

Cas8es streets, miles iîî length, were widened, the necessary

ladand building l)eiîtg expropriated by thie city. Tlîe value
cfte land Nvas fixed by evidence, and the necessities of tîte

ral uestate speculators, whîo bouglît property on the streets
""t o le w idened iîî order to inlake somietliing out of the

eXpropriationý soon called i'ito being "la hanid of paid
Cl"arers,1 to use the phrase invented by the city attorney,

by Whose aid fictitious values were given to properties.
There were continual scandais in consequence. About two

ae'r go the rapid increase of the city dcht aroused the
;iizn and by the combined efforts of a minority of the

City 0Ouncil, the Board of Trade and the Chamber'of Coin-
Illerce (a Frencli-Canadian organizatioîi), the Legislature
forbacle the city to increase its deht beyond the $125,000,000
IiIark Nvhich lias been almost reached. As this mîeant an

~ Oexpropriation proceedings, with the resulting good
'ules for speculators, lawyers, and witnesses, a desperate but

jiO8.vailing effort was made, at the last meeting of the Legis-
ltuire, to Sticure a reversai of this leuislation. The plnnow

Do to- t force the Legishature to take off tlîe brakes is to
s llerease the city's liahilities that it will cither have to be

allI3wed to borrow more rnoney or default. Ald. Prefon-
t"le, Who is the leader of this wing of the counicil, Nith Ald.

1furteau as chief lieutenant, bias been trying, for instance,
to "ndc the city counicil to authorize the issuing of asplîalt
PaNenlent contracts to the value of nearly a quarter of a
the1 01 dollars though there is no mnoney available to pay for

that The contractor is willing to wait hecause hie
no' tlî te city will have to pay ultiînately, if not will-

grlly, by actionî of the courts, since the citv charter
authorizes the sheriff, upon the counceil not payîng-its dcbts,
to tak6 Possession of the City Hall and levy a sufficient rate

tSatisfy the creditors. he city deht is therefore a first

U0tgage On every foot of land and every building in the
't;adif a liahility is incurrcd it mîust he paid ilo' matter

Wht the Legislature may say.
tu lt the Most daring scheme lias be eeldb h

thrisd list of annual expropriations for next year. By
Vid hOlogated plan adopted twenty years ago it was pro-

0dthatw lenever a proprietor slîould build or rehuild, on

Orf tetreets to be widened, lie shîould be bound to con-
ofrr itusf to the ncw line. This, of course, left in front

cf te uieW building a strip of land which in inany cases a
of" lse to hiîn. In order that a man should not be de-

Privel oIf the use of bis property for yea.rs, without compen-
as provision was put in the charter, providing tlat

vle 8trips of land should be expropriated, at their aàctualvaue ev"er3Y five years. But some years ago a clause was
e in during one of the periodic overhaulings of tlîe city

b"lster, under 'which proprietors of vacant lots and of old
Illding5" Were enahled annually to, compel the city toecx-

î Piat tem imply b y making a demand. Under this

Paesofy bias been fiooded with demands. It took two
Oui'4 newspapers to publish the notices, andtecs

the e between two andl three million dollars, haîf of which
VZ Cty ilIust pay. Among the properties which the city is

ked tû pay for are ut Stone buildings, tbree stories high.

One
0

Ie Of Our newspapers published a complete exposé of
th chea-ne, and now that the public bas been alarmed steps
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will be taken to prevent the expropriations going through.
They have to he ratified by the Superior Court which ap-
points the expropriation comnîissioners ; and the court will
be asked ttî refuse its approval on the ground that many of
the applications for expropriations do not corne under the
annual expropriation law, as interpreted, unitil the present
time, and as it should rationally be interpreted.

James Macdonald Oxley lias sold the Britisli copyright
of his book, IlThe Boy Tramp," to W. and R. Chamnbers for a
handsome sum. As the publications for the coming hioliday
season are now under way it wilI flot be published until next
year. Like most of Mr. Oxley's works it is Canadian in its

.setting,. It recounts the ad ventures of boys who cross the conti-
lienit liy tranping Ialong ý,tie Caniadianl Pacifieltailway. Mr.
Oxley gathcred his "llocal colour " for this work two sulinîners
ago wlien hie spent several weeks along the line of the rail-
way. MNr. Oxley is just finishing another story of advcnture
for boys dealing with l)lockade running during the late civil
war in the United States. Mr. Oxley lhaving spent blis
youth in a Canadiani seaport town liad the opportunity of

meeting men who had been engaged in this daring occu-
pation, and many real incidents will ho incorporated in
the story.

Mr. Arthur Weir is in receipt of a letter fron the Mai-
quis of Dufferin conigratulating Iimii on the excellence of the
ode read by hirn at the univeilimg of the monument to Sir
Johin Macdonald, at Ottawaî, on Dominion Day. "'The
veýrses," the Marquis writes, Il are excellent and 1 cannlot
lielp letting you know with whiat pleasure 1 have read them."

IlThe Unexpected Bride : The Storv of an Old Fashion-
ed Fanmily " is the title of a Canadiani novel published by
lionohue, Henneberry & Co., Chicago. The author, IlConl
stance MeIJoncîl," is Mrs. J. B. Ilamînond of this city.
Froin its main title one expects somnething of the Mrs.
Southworth order ; but the sub-title accurately clescribes the

work. It relates the fortunes of a Loyalist famnily, the

sccîîe being laid in one of the St. Lawrence counities. It is

very well written and the story is intcresting.
The monument erected by the Government to mark the

site of the battlefield of Chateauquay will be unveiled in
Uctober. t bias been conipleted for some time apart f roi
the inscription which bas yet to be placed upon it. The
monument bias been erected at Allan's Corner in the parish
of Tres St. Sacrament of Ormstown, generally known as the
Howick Parisli of the County of Chateauquay. It is close to
the river road, and flot more than a lbundred yards front the
river itself. It marks the first line of the Canadian defenice

wliere de Salaberry's forces, protected by the hrushwood
abatits, beat back the American column. It consists of a plain

four-sided shaft and pedestal of grey Stanstead granite, rest-
inig on a square base of the samne stone, the wliole being about
tlîîrty feet hîgli. Around the shaf t at about lîalf its lieigylît
icarved a wreatlî of laurel, and helow tlîis are tlîe figures,

",1812-14." One face of the pedestal hias been sinootbed,
and there tbe inscription will be placed. These are the only
ornaînental portions of tlîe monument. All else is plaini,
rougbly dressed, grey granite; and no dlaimi of graceful pro-
portions or bcauty of finish can be madle on hehaif of the,
work.

1aisiaiu Aflliris.

THE SCID)OIL-II0Y SOLDIERS A FAiILURI ;(IBLIIiATORY MILLTARN' SEh-

VICE UNDlER DICsIN IRE FEROINANI>'5 INTRIO.CI"

RENDER IIlM <EN ERALLY OBNOXIOUS-AI [lRATION EN1'RESSLI)

FOR LORD) SALISBUIRY ;THE FRENCHI HAVE A IIOLY lIREA Il) EST

ENGLAN) .JOINS TIIE TRIPLE ALL.IANCE ANI) TIIATANIOR-

SIAN COMPLLICATIONS 'MAY DRAG TIIEM,% INTO A WVAR I'RRSLS'

TENT BtAD WVEATI1ER 15 SAlI) TO BI, DAMIA(INC TO CROPS-Titi
CýYC'LE OF REJOICINO IN GERMANY CAUSES PAIN TO FRENCHL-

NIEN -ANARCHîY NOT YET DEAD ; ASSASSINATION 0F M. VILLEMIN

ANI) THE OUTR,%0E AT ANICHE-M. BOISSMAD2'5 VLENVS ON

.IIPAN-SIR WILLIAMI HARCOURT DUBBED TUE NEWî ENOLISH

UHIANCELLOR 0F THE EXCIIEQUER 1W DEItATS.

A NOTHER fa-d less in France ;, the "lschool hatta] ions"

or "IScolos," that were ý)gnzdsome years ago, in a

moment of Ilpatriotid fever," have been definitely wound Up.

It was one of the engines destined for the "lrevenge ;>" its

existence was epherneral like ail toys. Children at the hreast

could not be macle warriors; there was nothing tangible in

the creation. The "lScolos" captivated enthusiasmn for a few
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